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My Dear Brothers,

Greetings! In our last journal, I spoke about hope and 
the hope that we strive to keep as Catholic gentlemen 
and Brother Knights in our hearts. In this journal, I will 

discuss Charity. How is Charity defined, and how does that affect 
us as Catholic Gentlemen?

In the Catholic faith, charity is not just an act of kindness, it 
is a reflection of God’s love and a fundamental expression of our 
faith. Jesus taught us that love for others should be the driving 
force behind all we do, particularly when it comes to helping 
those in need. In Matthew 25:35-40, Jesus speaks about caring 
for the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, and the imprisoned, em-
phasizing that when we serve others, we are serving Him.

Charity, as outlined in the Bible, goes be-
yond mere giving of material possessions. 
It involves a heart of compassion and a 
willingness to sacrifice for the well-
being of others. True charity stems from 
a selfless heart, driven by the desire to 
reflect Christan love.

The early Christians set an example by 
sharing their resources and helping those 
less fortunate. As followers of Christ, we are 
called to continue this tradition, not only by 

giving to the poor but by supporting causes that bring hope and 
healing to the brokenhearted.

Charity is an opportunity to be the hands and feet of Jesus in 
the world. When we give, whether, through our time, resources, 
or prayers, we are participating in God’s work of love and 
redemption. As Jesus said in Acts 20:35, It is more blessed to 
give than to receive. Through charity, we become instruments of 
God’s grace and love.

Let me give you an example.  I was approached at Sunday 
Mass by Fr. Mark Itua, who is originally from Nigeria and now 
lives in Buffalo.  He knew of sisters from the Sisters of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus in Benin, whose television had broken, and 
they needed a new one.  I contacted our Supreme Subordinate 
President of Nigeria, Maj. Gen. Remy Uche, who got the sisters 

a new TV and a freezer that they needed.  This is how 
we show charity! Not with grand gestures but with acts 
of kindness.  Please see the letter I received from the 
Superior General of the Order.

Yours in Knighthood,
Tom

General Thomas DeLuca 
Supreme President 

Knights of St. John International

President’s Address

Knights of St. John International
Office of the Supreme President

“Without love, even the greatest acts of charity are meaningless” 
1 Corinthians 13 
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Supreme Secretary

Ibring greetings to all 
members of the Knights 
of St. John International. 

I hope this message finds you 
well and encouraged. As we 
continue to navigate our jour-
ney together, I want to take a 
moment to recognize your dedication, resilience, and the 
passion you bring to everything we do. Your efforts do 
not go unnoticed, and I am truly grateful to be part of this 
organization.

In times of challenge or uncertainty, it’s important 
to remember that we are not alone. We are guided by a 
purpose greater than ourselves, and with faith, unity, and 
perseverance, we can overcome any obstacle. Let me 
share some scripture that keeps me motivated and focused 
on the mission and journey ahead.

“Let us not be deficient in doing good, for in due time, 
we shall reap without fail.”— Galatians 6:9 

Each of you contributes uniquely and meaningfully to 
our collective success. Your efforts, both seen and unseen, 
are the foundation upon which we continue to build. Let 
us remain steadfast, knowing that our labor is not in vain.

“Commit to the Lord whatever 
you do, and He will establish your 
plans.” — Proverbs 16:3

As we move forward, I encour-
age you to continue supporting 
one another, fostering a spirit of 
faith, hope, charity and embrac-

ing the values that define us. Together, we are capable of 
achieving remarkable outcomes.

“Two are better than one, because they have a good 
return for their labor. If either of them falls down, one can 
help the other up.” 
— Ecclesiastes 4:9–10

Thank you once again for your commitment to the 
growth and success of the Knights of St. John Interna-
tional. May we continue to work with purpose, guided by 
faith and strengthened by unity.

Fraternally 
Lt. Gen. Chijioke Okafor 

Supreme Secretary
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Supreme Spiritual Director 

Dear Brother Knights,

May the grace and peace of Our Lord Je-
sus Christ be with you!In the past several 
months, our Church has experienced many 

blessings.  We celebrated Easter Sunday, Pentecost 
Sunday and Solemnities reminding us of our relation-
ships to Jesus Christ and him to us. These celebrations 
of our faith cause us to continue to witness in Jesus’ 
name.  We press on proclaiming Jesus and His mission 
through our speech and actions.

Another wonderful blessing to our Church is the 
election of our new Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV.  What 
excitement and joy. Not only did our universal Catholic 
Church, but the entire world, as well.  We pray for Pope 
Leo’s papacy and his witness to the Church and all 
people of the world.

At our last convention in Buffalo, I encouraged ev-
eryone present to follow three themes, for our Church, 
and for our Commanderies: “Inspire – Initiate – Invite.”

Inspire others by your words, actions, and faith.
Initiate contact, conversations about our faith, and 

our Order of the Knights of St. John International. Go 
out and do God’s will in the name of Jesus Christ and 
our worthy Order.

Invite others to come and know Jesus and all he has 
done. Also, invite others to our Order.

Looking back at Pope Leo’s message to our univer-
sal Church and to the world on the day of his installa-
tion, we shared these similar themes.

Like Pope Leo, who has much to do, so do we as the 
Knights of St. John. Take on these three themes of In-
spire – Initiate – Invite. Do it with enthusiasm and joy.

Be blessed through the intercession of St. John.

Peace and blessings, 
Rev. Msgr. Federico A. Britto 

Supreme Spiritual Director   
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619 Accra West Anthony Obu

619 Accra West Divine Delali Towui

619 Accra West Jesse Elorm Heymann

619 Accra West Chief Festus Okwudili Iwuamanam

849 Accra West M’Bra Konan Anoe 

852 Accra West Humphrey Ansah 

835 Accra West Sean Yeboah Farkye 

835 Accra West Samuel Oppong 

747 Accra West Rev. Fr. Gideon Davordzie, SVD 

747 Accra West Rev. George Yaw Kwakye, SVD 

797 Accra West Kojo Nkyenker Baidoo

797 Accra West Augustine Chukwunulu

346 Cape Coast Jonathan Kum 

881 Cape Coast Charles Dovi

854 Kumasi Raymond Atanga 

854 Kumasi Henry Boateng 

908 Navrongo- 
Bolgatanga

Daniel Akun-ube 

908 Navrongo- 
Bolgatanga

Martin Akawakeri 

443 Navrongo- 
Bolgatanga

Kuoro Sulia Albert   

443 Navrongo- 
Bolgatanga

Gabriel Asankunde Danso 

443 Navrongo- 
Bolgatanga

Atindana Cletus 

1039 Navrongo- 
Bolgatanga

David Azimbe  

397 Secondi- 
Takoradi

Casimir Okoro

436 Secondi- 
Takoradi

Emmanuel Winful-Baah

436 Secondi- 
Takoradi

Emmanuel Zakari

436 Secondi- 
Takoradi

Paul Daaru

436 Secondi- 
Takoradi

Godfred Tengviel

499 Secondi- 
Takoradi

Stephen Klu 

899 Secondi- 
Takoradi

Richard Younayele

755 Sunyani Godwin Awiagah 

755 Sunyani Osafo-Adu Amankwatia 

755 Sunyani Rev. Fr.  Fredrick Ohene Amoako 

755 Sunyani David Dotse Kanor 

755 Sunyani Ebenezer Opoku 

755 Sunyani Agyemang Snr   

755 Sunyani Ebenezer Afari 

755 Sunyani Emmanuel Kwabena Afriyie 

755 Sunyani Augustine Kwakye Agyemang 

628 Tamale Bro Amuzu Charles Foli 

628 Tamale Bro Kuuvenkumah Albert 

628 Tamale Bro Kumah John 

628 Tamale Bro Kyemour Vitalis 

628 Tamale Bro Maabo Enoch 

628 Tamale Bro Ba-iraa Barnabas 

628 Tamale Bro Kaleo Prosper 

628 Tamale Bro Mornah Benard 

628 Tamale Bro Kalfa Peter 

628 Tamale Bro Ntoso Noah 

628 Tamale Bro Bayor Paul 

628 Tamale Bro Kipo Daniel 

628 Tamale Bro Lawrence Domebale Milar 

628 Tamale Bro Justine Joonje K. 

628 Tamale Bro George Zaare 

905 Tamale Bro Amadeos Abataanie Sonny

905 Tamale Bro Cyril Terkemuureh 

965 Tamale Bro Issah  K Clement

965 Tamale Bro Anafu Tiziemme Timothy 

965 Tamale Bro Dangmale B. Linus 

985 Tamale Bro Evans Possible Bepulleyang 

985 Tamale Bro Christopher Ngmene 

990 Tamale Bro Elvis Bedi 

990 Tamale Bro Jonathan Adoeste Kofi 

990 Tamale Bro Jacob Alhassan        

990 Tamale Bro Victor Sandow 

895 Wa South Caesar Gbireh 

895 Wa South Vitus Baabaare 

895 Wa South Vincent Lawie Bonzie 

895 Wa South Maurice Nang 

895 Wa South Richard Sietuura 
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In Memoriam
JAN. 2025- MAR 2025

405 Accra East  Edward Akwetey Agudah

630 Accra East Emmanuel Zume

992 Accra East Augustine Kaku Amponsah 

873 Accra West Noel Harrison Saliga 

854 Kumasi Samuel Anokye 

412 Navrongo- 
Bolgatanga

Bro. Joseph Addi 

412 Navrongo- 
Bolgatanga

SKT. Patrick Aveyom 

412 Navrongo- 
Bolgatanga

2LT. James Apaseku Ananyire 

393 Sunyani Capt. Michael Nsiah Agyapong 

393 Sunyani Noble. Bro. James Baah 

544 Sunyani N/B Thomas Bapula 

544 Sunyani S/K Joseph Kontuori 

492 Tamale  N/Bro Wilfred Naab  

629 Wa North Yenglamaarong Paul 

629 Wa North Gobiel Bokuma Alpius 

948 Wa North Nzo John Bosco Kube 

411 Wa South Lawrence N.W. Davoro 

517 Wa South John Paul Kongkuu 

517 Wa South Bernard Kaatori

Passing of Jack Zint, 
Longtime Knights member

Jack Zint, a long-time member of St Ignatius Commandery #94 
passed away January, 2024. Jack was a member of the Com-
mandery for over 75 years, a member of the Kentucky Temple of 

the Noble Degree and a member of Archbishop Bernardin 4th Degree 
Chevrons. Jack served as Commandery President, Commandery 1st 
Vice President, Commandery 2nd Vice President, Kentucky Grand 
President, Kentucky Grand 1st Vice President, Kentucky Grand 2nd 
Vice President, Kentucky Grand Trustee, Supreme Trustee Supreme 
2nd Vice President and Supreme 1st Vice President. Jack was 
active at his home parish of St Clare Church in the College Hill 
neighborhood of Cincinnati, Ohio as the handyman who helped 
with the renovations of the altar and elevator, and as traffic direc-
tor for the many weddings, funerals and other events at St Clare.

Jack was a man who saw a need and then tried to help with 
it. Jack ‘s hobby was woodworking and craving creating many 
special gifts for his family and friends. Jack in his service 
to the Knights of St John helped to start the Commandery 
Golf Tournament and League to raise money for the Cov-
ington Diocesan Children’s Home of Covington, Ky.  Jack 
was a founding member of the committee for the Covington 
Diocesan Live Nativity sponsored by the Knights of St John 
Commandery #94.

Brig Gen Dave Schreiver
St Ignatius Commandery #94 Secretary
Covington, Ky

In Memoriam
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Maj. Gen. Brian F. Stehlin – President

Hello Brother Knights,

This will be my last article as SSC – USA 
President due to term limits. I can not be elected 
president at the upcoming SSC – USA convention, 
September 2025. Thank you all for the support 
I received during the past 4 years of being 
president. It has been truly an experience I will 
cherish.

My articles during the past 4 years included the 
following FOOD FOR THOUGHT messages. 
Please take a few minutes and read the messages 
again. I hope they stimulated some ideas that 
helped the organization.

1. Where would we be as an organization without 
members? Without members there would be no 
Knights of St. John International!

I’m asking all members to take 15 minutes out of 
their busy schedule during the next (3) months 
to explain the Knights of St. John to a possible 
candidate.  This is a small amount of time that 

can make a big difference in the growth of the 
organization.

I believe the general membership is the foundation 
of the organization as shown in the illustration 
above.

2. TEAMWORK. It only takes one broken gear to 
stop a machine. Let’s all work together to grow the 
organization.

3. Don’t be the missing puzzle piece, plan on 
attending the convention. Meet members from 
other commandries throughout the USA and be 
part of the group that will work to form the future of 
the Knights of St. John.

4. Let us be messengers and share our 
knowledge of the Knights of St. John to others.

5. Let’s continue to build the foundation of the 
organization by increasing our membership. If 
each member brings in one new member the 
Knights of St John (USA) would double in size. 
How great would that be!

Supreme Subordinate Commandery – USA

Where: Columbus, OH   When: Friday Sept. 12th & Saturday Sept 13th

Additional information will be coming soon from the Indiana Convention Committee. 

Remember: The following members were elected by their commandry to attend the 
convention: Grand Presidents, Grand Secretaries, District Commanders, Delegates, 
Local Commandry Presidents, Commander of the Local Commandery, Grand Cadet 
Organizer (must have registered cadets to qualify), Local Cadet Organizer (must have 
registered cadets to qualify) and SSC – USA Officers.

The more attendees the better the convention. 

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN – MARK YOUR CALENDAR

2025 USA - 
SUPREME SUBORDINATE CONVENTION

http://ksji.org
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New York  
Grand Convention 2025

The New York Grand Commandery of the 
Knights of St John International held its 
Grand Convention on May 2 -4, 2025 at the 

Robert Treat Hotel in Newark, New Jersey.  It was 
hosted by Commandery 680 and LAUX 592. The 
3-day event was marked with a Memorial Mass, 
business meetings, elections, gala/dinner night and 
closing Mass. There was no dull moment. At the 
end of the elections, Brig. Gen.Charles Abiakwe 
was reelected as the New York Grand President 
with the 1st Vice president as Col. John Akwuobi, 
2nd Vice President as Col. Chinedum Harold Uche 
and Grand Secretary as Col. Rudolph Weedor.

Report  
and pictures by
1st Lt Lawrence Ibe
NYG press attaché

http://ksji.org


June 202512

http://ksji.org

Divine Mercy Commandery #615 

Newly Ordained  
Fr. Stameza 

Says First Mass
Knights of St. John International, 

Columbus, & St. Peter Claver 
collaborate

By: Maj. Augustine P. Gebeh, I
Baltimore/Washington Grand 

Correspondence

Rev. Fr. Dennis Stameza from St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Parish in Bear, Delaware was 
ordained Priest, in the line of Melchize-

dek of old on Saturday May 17, 2025.  The 
young priest celebrated his first Mass as priest 
on Sunday, May 18, 2025 in a grand eucharistic 
celebration at his home parish.

Among the hundreds of guests, well-wishers, 
faithful, and clergy who graced the occasion 
included the Knights of St. John International, the 
Knights of Columbus, and the Ladies Auxiliary 
of the Knights of St. Peter Claver.  Brothers from 
Divine Mercy Commandery #615 under the lead-
ership of the Worthy President, Noble Knight, 
Major Augustine P. Gebeh, I, and Sisters from St. 
Bridget Ladies Auxiliary #528, Philadelphia, led 
by their First Vice President Sis. Zonnie Gebeh 
ably represented the Knights of St. John Interna-
tional, fully regaled. 

Delivering his homily, Rev. Fr. Dominic Ciria-
co, a longtime mentor of Fr. Stameza stressed 
that the day was a special one as it coincided with 
the Holy Father’s enthronement on the “Seat of 
St. Peter” as Pope Leo XIV, Bishop of Rome and 
head of the Roman Catholic Church.  He leaned 
on quotes from St. Francis de Sales as he urged 
the newly ordained prelate to “be who you are 
and be that well”.  Turning to the faithful, Fr. 
Ciriaco urged parishioners who would now be 
holding Fr. Dennis in high expectation and refer-
enced St. Francis once more saying: “Do not lose 
courage in considering your own imperfections”.

Fr. Dennis Stameza is the second African to be 
ordained priest since the Knights of St. John In-
ternational established a presence at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Parish in Bear, Delaware.  In 2023, Fr. 
John Enubu from Nigeria successfully completed 
his formation to the priesthood and was ordained

 

Fr. Stameza (middle) poses with Members of Divine Mercy Comm. #615 & St. Bridget 
Ladies Aux. #528 (R-L: Brig. Gen. Thomas Dahn, Lt. Mark Nyan, Sis. Margaret Jarbeh, 
Col. Augustine Sartie, Past Respected Regina Boley, 1st Vice Respected Zonnie 
Gebeh -front-, Bro. Jeremia Weah, Bro. Jackson Bropleh, Sis. Ajua Sackor, & Lt. 
Christopher Bropleh, et al)

A cross-section of 
Priests, Deacons, 
& Laity at the Mass

Members 
of the 
Knights of 
Columbus
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Divine Mercy Commandery #615 and 
St. Bridget Ladies Auxiliary #528 
joined their fellow parishioners of 

diverse cultural backgrounds in the celebration 
of the Feast Day of the Divine Mercy on April 
27, 2025.  Divine Mercy Parish in Philadelphia 
is home to the Liberian Catholic Community 
and the Vietnamese Catholic Community, in 

addition to other groups in the church.

During his feast day homily, the Parochial 
Administrator, Rev. Fr. Peter Quan Trim, urged 
Catholics to emulate the values of the Divine 
Mercy.  He said forgiveness must be a common 
feature between and among parishioners if they 
are to foster the kind of unity that would ensure 
the church not only survives but thrives during 

these perilous times.
Meanwhile, as the Feast Day of Saint John 

the Baptist approaches, Commandery #615 and 
Auxiliary #528 have earmarked a massive cel-
ebration to commemorate the feast day of their 
Patron Saint.  The program, which is slated for 
Saturday, June 28, 2025, is expected to include 
the celebration of the Holy Eucharist at 1:00 
p.m., followed by honoring and recognition of 
Lt. Gen. Martin M. Bella and Sis. Netty Kollie, 
for their ascendency to offices at the Supreme 
level.  The program will also feature others 
who have made tremendous contributions to 
the works of the church and the Noble Order.

Sources close to the joint planning commit-
tee of this event have revealed to the Journal 
that a military-style parade is expected to take 
place on designated streets of the city, marking 
the first of its kind for the commandery.

Col. Emmanuel Weagba, Grand Secretary 
of the Baltimore/Washington Grand and Plan-
ning Committee Cochair, is extending an open 
invitation to all Brothers and Sisters and all 
Catholics alike to visit the “City of Brotherly 
Love” on June 28, 2025, to be a part of this 
history-making event
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Divine Mercy Commandery #615 

Celebrating the Feast of the Divine Mercy
Knights of St. John International, Commandery #615  

& Aux #528 Plan KSJI Feast Day Plus Honoring Program

Members of the Uniform Rank of Commandery #615 during a recent Inspection

Knights and Ladies of Comm. #615 & Auxiliary #528 after the Feast Day Mass.
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14 June 2025

http://ksji.org

The Issele-Uku Grand and Ladies Auxiliary Grand Board suc-
cessfully held its 5th Joint Grand Board of Trustees (JGBOT) 
Meeting, marking the 2nd Quarter Session for the year 2025. 

The spiritually enriching and eventful gathering took place at the 
KSJI Zonal Hall, St. Patrick Catholic Church, Westend, Asaba, and 
was graciously hosted by St. Albert the Great Commandery 860, 
Asaba.

The three-day event was spiritually anchored with the Stations of 
the Cross, Rosary, and Holy Mass at the start of each day. Attendance 
was impressive, as Brothers and Sisters from across the Grand Com-
mandery turned out in large numbers to partake in the activities.

Highlights of the JGBOT:
• Initiation of 8 Brothers and 10 Sisters into the Noble Order.
• Exemplification of 8 Brothers.
• Full Dress Investiture for 3 Brothers.
• Inauguration of St Albert the Great Laux 877,  
    Our Lady Mother of the church.

The JGBOT climaxed with a Thanksgiving Mass at the host par-
ish, St. Albert the Great Catholic Church, where members turned out 
in their highest ceremonial uniforms. The military presence added 
grandeur to the liturgical celebration.

As an expression of our commitment to faith and charity, a dona-
tion exceeding 1,000,000 Nigerian Nairas was raised to support the 
church’s activities and maintenance efforts.

The parish priest and parishioners were visibly moved and grate-
ful, thanking the Grand Commandery for their presence and praying 
for more visits in the future.

“The warmth and generosity of our Brothers and Sisters uplifted 
our parish,” remarked the parish priest. “We pray the Grand Com-
mandery continues to flourish in faith and service.”

St. Albert the Great LAUX 877 Inaugurated as “Our 
Lady, Mother of the Church” 

A historic moment graced the just concluded 5th Joint Grand 
Board of Trustees (JGBOT) Meeting of the Issele-Uku Grand 
and  

Ladies Auxiliary Grand Board, June 13th-15 2025.
The Grand Respected President, Noble Sister Edith Ochei, 

formally inaugurated the Ladies Auxiliary of St. Albert the Great 
LAUX 877, under the blessed title Our Lady, Mother of the Church.

The inauguration took place during the Thanksgiving Mass held 
to mark the successful conclusion of the meeting, hosted by St. 
Albert the Great Commandery 860, Asaba. The officiating priest 
offered prayers and blessings for the new Auxiliary, urging the 
Sisters to mirror the virtues of the Blessed Virgin Mary by praying 
fervently for the Church and the KSJI family.

This joyous occasion was met with great excitement by the 
Brothers of Commandery 860, who noted that the new Auxiliary will 
enhance spiritual life, promote unity, and further establish the family 
apostolate spirit of the Knights of St. John International.

Charter Officers of LAUX 877 – Our Lady, Mother of the Church
• Sister Judith Ojei – Respected President
• Sister Adaora Odimegwu – 1st Vice Respected President
• Sister Grace Askia – 2nd Vice Respected President
• Sister Alexandra Ehiwuogwu – Recording & Corresponding  
  Secretary (RCS)
• Sister Theressa Onyinye Okechukwu – Financial Secretary
• Sister Angela Emelue – Treasurer
• Sister Rita Jahikre – 1st Trustee
• Sister Vivian Ned Iheka – 2nd Trustee
• Sister Onyebuchi Obine – 3rd Trustee
• Sister Cynthia Nneka Emekpe – Immediate Past Respected 
President

We celebrate our Sisters for answering the call to serve and pray 
that their leadership inspires growth, service, and deeper devotion in 
the Order.

Fraternally yours,
 Col. Raymond E. Onwugbenu

For: St. Albert the Great Commandery 860

Issele-Uku Grand & Laux Grand hold 2nd Quarter JBOT
St. Albert the Great Catholic Church, Asaba | June 13–15, 2025
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St. Joseph Commandery No. 220 was delighted to host the 
122nd Indiana Grand Commandery Convention on March 
28-30, 2025, at Holy Family Catholic Church in Oldenburg 

Indiana.
	 We started this grate event with registration. We had a great 

freewill offering Lenten dinner following registration. We proceeded 
to flow into our entertainment and games afterword that evening.

	 The next morning, we opened the meeting. We proceeded 
with our Committee Assignments, Officers reports. We Proceeded 
with this year Officers Elections.

New Grand Officers are:
 President: Jay Pfeiffer (220)
1st Vice President: John Meer (220)
2nd Vice President: Eric Sunderhaus (220)
Recording Secretary: Dan Nobbe (220)
Financial Secretary: Mark Elpers (282)
Judge Advocate: John Eckstein (220)
Treasurer: Matt Trossman (220)
Messenger: Wes Stephens (282)
Guard: Jerry Knapp (282)
Sgt-at-Arms: Kurt Vanwinckle (282)
5th District Trustee: Ron Obermeyer (220)
6thDistrict Trustee: Randy Kissel (282)

We were Privileged to have Brian Stehlin SSC President, Dale 
Gossiaux Past Supreme President and their families present to take 
part in our 122nd Grand Commandery Convention.

At our Banquet dinner Jay Pfeiffer was able to present the Knight 
of the Year to Mark Elpers for his outstanding work Mark did for his 
community and parish.

	 We closed this outstanding 122nd Grand Commandery Con-
vention with our parish mass.

Eric Sunderhaus
2nd Grand Commandery Vice President

June 2025 15

http://ksji.org

Mark Elpers, knight of the Year

 122nd Indiana Grand Commandery Convention
March 28th-30, 2025
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Visit ksji.org for the latest updates.
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