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Greetings my Brothers.

I want to thank the members who attended the Supreme In-
ternational Convention in Buffalo, N.Y. in July. I appreci-

ate all the support from the members present. There didn’t seem 
to be a doubt in anyone’s minds (except for mine) that I would 
be elected and when I ran unopposed, it was a great relief and a 
great honor that so many of my brothers had such confidence in 
my leadership.  

I met so many of my brothers and shook more hands in a few 
days than I think I have my entire life. I hope you take fond mem-
ories back to your homes and know that you have my respect and 
gratitude and a promise to do my very best for our Order. 

As was stated multiple times in advance, this was a different 
type of convention, primarily for the conducting of business that 
has been postponed and having elections of officers. We were 
able to get the required Constitution amendments passed that 
were required by New York State, which have been in limbo for 
too long.  

For most conventions, the committee is given 2 – 3 years 
to prepare and make all the necessary arrangements. For Buf-
falo, we were given 1 year to make it all happen. Given the time 
constraints, I think we did a really good job. I want to take a 
moment to recognize some people who were 
instrumental in making the convention a 
success. 

 The ladies who ran registration 
gave up going to see the sights to work 
so diligently making sure people were 
signed in so they could get their name 
badges. Peggy Gossiaux, wife of Past 
Supreme President, Gen. Dale Gossiaux. 
Connie Schafhausen, wife of Past Supreme 
Subordinate President – USA, Maj Gen 
Jim Schafhausen. Annette Stehlin, wife of 
Supreme Subordinate President – USA, Brian 
Stehlin, Mary Jo Wasch, wife of Past Buffalo 
Grand President, Brig. Gen Paul Wasch 
and of course, my wife, Cindy DeLuca. 
Without their help, we could not have 
been successful in getting everyone 
registered in the short time we 
had. Thank you ladies! God bless 
you all!

I also want to acknowledge 
the Brothers who worked the 
Credential table, taking in the 
credentials and handing out 
ballots. A special thanks to 
Brig. Gen. Francis Kollie, who 
manned the table even though it 

meant that he missed some of the meetings.
I held my first Executive board meeting on Saturday morning, 

which went very well—the proposed reappointment for Supreme 
Counsel, Maj. Gen. Aagon Tingba, Jr. was approved along with 
our new Supreme Inspector General, Maj. Gen. Douglas Halleaux 
and Supreme Assistant Secretary, Maj. Gen. Peter Ozemoyah. My 
thanks to the outgoing Inspector General, Maj. Gen. Sean Dey, 
who asked to step down but will still be involved going forward.  

The Supreme Undersecretaries that were presented by the 
Supreme Secretary, Lt. Gen. CJ Okafor and I were also all ap-
proved. Returning are Supreme Quartermaster and Assistant 
Treasurer, Maj. Gen. Matt Trossman, and Supreme Undersec-
retary / Journal, Brig. Gen. Michael Days.  New appointees are 
Undersecretary / Ritual, Brig. Gen. Tim Redinger, Undersecretary 
/ Advisory Board Affairs, Brig. Gen. Francis Kollie and Under-
secretary / Website, Brig. Gen. Andrew Voce. Going forward, you 
will see a number of changes being proposed to move our Order 
into the 21st Century.

And my special thanks to Rev. Msgr. Sir Federico Britto, who 
has agreed to continue as our Supreme Spiritual Director. His 
continued spiritual guidance and direction is a great inspiration to 
us all. Thank you again Msgr.!

I have named my two Aide De Camps, Brig. Gen. Anthony 
Ryan for the US and Brig. Gen. N. N. N. (Jude) Nawansi for 
overseas. I plan on putting both Brothers to work and they 
have graciously agreed.

My Emissary is Maj. Gen. Peter Sangber-Dery, a 
Brother I respect and trust. I have already sent him on his 
first assignment, and I am confident that he will represent 
the Order and myself with great dignity.

Lt. Gen. Joe Biney has agreed to stay on as a Special 
Advisor along with Dale Gossiaux, Tim Hoerst, and 
Frank Waseleski, Sr. I know that I can count on them 
for advice and counsel.

As I write this, I am working on making assignments 
to the various committees and they will be coming 

out soon.
Again, thank you my Brothers for the 
confidence in me to lead our Order into 
the future. As I have said, The Execu-
tive Board, Advisory Board and I are a 
team and we will all work together for 
the betterment of our Order.

God bless you all and the Knights 
of St. John, International.
General Thomas DeLuca 
Supreme President 
Knights of St. John International

President’s Address

Knights of St. John International
Office of the Supreme President
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Supreme Secretary

I bring greetings to all 
members of the Knights 
of St. John International.

 We welcome you to the 
New Administration! Rest 
assured brothers that we are all ears to your feedback, 
suggestions and recommendations as we strive to move 
our organization into the 21st century on various levels. 
The Supreme President has made some significant 
appointments and work has commenced in various 
capacities. 
A few items I would like to address with regard to Per 
Capita Tax (PCT). There are still some outstanding PCT 
that needs to be reconciled. I urge Grand Presidents to get 
these paid asap, so we are not going into another year in 
arrears.
The convention in Buffalo was a success and I would like 
to personally thank the brotherhood for adhering to the 
requirements and request of the Past Supreme President 
concerning attendance in order to allow for a smooth and 
successful meeting. Thank you all once again, and with 

that said, we are back in business 
brothers. In 2026, there will be 
a full convention as we know it 
and will be in New Jersey hosted 
by the NY Grand Commandery. 
We are all excited as it is already 

creating a buzz for attendance. I would like to advise that 
those who intend to attend the convention kindly engage 
plans earlier than normal in order to alleviate the visa 
situation from this year. 
Let me close with a scripture from Jer. 29 that gives us 
hope for a bright future of our order.
For I know well the plans I have in mind for you—oracle 
of the LORD—plans for your welfare and not for woe, so 
as to give you a future of hope. When you call me, and 
come and pray to me, I will listen to you. When you look 
for me, you will find me. Yes, when you seek me with all 
your heart, I will let you find me.
Fraternally,

Lt. Gen. Chijioke Okafor
Supreme Secretary

http://ksji.org
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Supreme Spiritual Director 

Peace and blessings to you and to your fam-
ily!
What a joy it was for me to see and reunite 

with all of our brother Knights, and Ladies, at our 
recent convention in Buffalo. After a long hiatus 
because of the pandemic, it was good to resume 
our convention. Seeing familiar faces and meeting 
new people, made our convention enjoyable and 
timely. Thank you to all who made our convention 
in Buffalo a success.
Blessings to our new leadership. Congratulation to 
our Supreme President Thomas DeLuca. We ask 
God›s blessings upon you and may the Holy Spirit 
guide you in all decision making for our noble or-
der. To all the new members of the Knights of St. 
John International leadership team, may you be a 
blessing to our noble order as well. 
We are constantly reminded of God›s grace, mer-
cy, and love to us. It is not only demonstrated in 

word, but also in action. There is so much to do to 
bring God›s word into our world and all our chari-
table activities.
 I gave a charge at the closing Mass in Buffalo, 
and I share it with all our Brother Knights: 
   Run-Press On-Win! Run for the Lord proclaim-
ing His message in speech and action. Press on 
no matter what. Even in the midst of challenges 
and push backs, do not give up. Keep pressing 
on. When we do what is asked of us as followers 
of Christ, we will win souls for Christ, and for 
the Church. As Knights of a noble Catholic order, 
keep being disciples on a mission for Jesus Christ. 
Never stop proclaiming who Jesus Christ is. Run-
Press On-Win!

Peace and blessings, 
Rev. Msgr. Federico A. Britto 

Supreme Spiritual Director   
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The KOSJ International Convention in pictures

Photos by
1st Lieut. Lawrence Ibe,
New York Grand Trustee

After six years, thanks to the Pandemic, 
KNIGHTS OF ST JOHN INTERNATION-
AL, finally gathered. 

The M-Hotel in Buffalo, New York, United States, 
came alive with officers, commanders, and delegates 
of the Knights of St John International from all over 
the world. The event was the 82nd International 
- 56th Biennial Convention of the Order, for the 
election of officers, with the theme “never give up on 
God’s mercy.” 

At the end of the elections, the following broth-
ers were elected to pilot the affairs of the Noble 
Order: General Thomas Deluca (Supreme President), 
Lt. Gen Martin Bella (1st Vice President), Lt. Gen. 
Patrick Igwilo (2nd Vice President) Lt. Gen Chijioke 
(CJ) Okafor (Supreme Secretary), Lt. Gen Terrence 
McCann (Treasurer), Maj. General Donatus Anig-
bogu (Trustee USA), and Maj. General Gerald Ganda 
(Trustee Overseas).

Advisors to the Supreme Board were also appoint-
ed: Monsignor Federico A. Britto (Supreme Spiritual 
Director), Doug Halleaux (Inspector General), and 
Maj. Gen. Aagon Tingba ( Supreme Counsel).

Also appointed were undersecretaries and others 
that include: Maj. Gen. Matt Trossman (Quartermas-
ter General), Brig. Gen. Michael I. Days (Journal), 
Brig. Gen. Andrew Voce ( Website), Brig. Gen. Tim 
Redinger (Ritual), Brig. Gen. Francis Kollie (Secre-
tary, Supreme Advisory Board), and Brig. Gen. Peter 
Ezemoya (Asst. Secretary Supreme Advisory board).

There were executive board meetings,  advisory 
board meetings,  memorial mass,  knights busi-

A visual look

Continued on next page
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The KOSJ International Convention in pictures

Photos by
1st Lieut. Lawrence Ibe,
New York Grand Trustee

ness meeting, banquet, and it was 
all crowned with Eucharistic mass 
Celebration.

Speaking during the Convention,  
the immediate past Supreme President, 
General Frank Waseleski told brothers 
that “ we are about the future, not the 
past” while the Supreme Secretary, en-
couraged “let us go far together.” 

The Convention, though scaled 
down to only Presidents, Commanders 
and Supreme Delegates was quite an 
exciting and successful one. Supreme 
President General Thomas Deluca was 
full of praise for the Organizing com-
mittee.

God willing, the full convention will 
return in 2026 and be held in Newark, 
New Jersey, USA.

Reported by 
1st Lt. Lawrence Ibe

Continued from preceding page

Photos by
1st Lieut. Lawrence Ibe,
New York Grand Trustee More photos on next page
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Photos by
1st Lieut. Lawrence Ibe,
New York Grand Trustee

The KOSJ International Convention in pictures
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SUPREME SUBORDINATE COMMANDERY – USA
Office of the President, Supreme Subordinate Commandery - USA, Maj. Gen. Brian F. Stehlin

Supreme Convention July 2024 SSC-USA Report

A few 2024 Supreme Convention thoughts:
I would like to thank Rev. Msgr. Frederico A. 

Britto for the words of wisdom during the Saturday 
evening Mass, the convention committee and all the 
helpers for the great job they did prior and during 
the convention.

A special thanks to all the delegates that took 
time out of their busy schedule to attend the conven-

tion. Without our delegates there would not be a 
convention.

Let’s all welcome our newly elected Supreme 
President Thomas DeLuca and all the new supreme 
officers. I believe his post-election message was 
teamwork at all levels of the organization. Let us 
work together to strengthen and grow our organiza-
tion.

Hello Brother Knights, there are six topics I would like to 
briefly talk about today. 
Membership
The SSC-USA Engagement and Membership Committee (Tim 
Redinger, Tony Ryan, Mark Elpers, Paul Amuchie, Jay Pfeiffer 
and Andrew Voce) continues to work on increasing membership 
and retaining existing brother Knights. In the USA there are 
many challenges they face as they try to accomplish the goal of 
increasing membership. Some of the challenges are Traditional 
Latin Mass vs. ordinary Mass (Novus Ordo Mass), men wanting 
to join but live in an area outside the existing Grands and 
attracting men to a fraternal organization.
We have addressed the issue of men wanting to worship with 
the Latin Mass. There is one commandery in Michigan which 
primary attends a Latin Mass and another commandery which 
half the members prefer a Latin Mass and the other members 
worship at an ordinary Mass. Also, we have new commanderies 
and many new members that prefer the ordinary Mass. The 
SSC-USA is open to all three options. Remember we are all 
Roman Catholics trying to practice the faith the best we can.
Just recently we addressed the issue of men wanting to join the 
Knights but live some distance away from an existing Grand. 
The committee was given the task of drafting proposals on how 
men from areas of the country without a Knights presence can 
become members. The proposals will be reviewed during our 
upcoming quarterly meetings. 
The main obstacle the committee is addressing is how to attract 
men to a Catholic fraternal organization when many other 
fraternal organizations in the United States are having trouble 
recruiting new members and retaining existing members. The 
reason we hear from men who are hesitant to join are: I’m not 
Catholic, time restraints, family commitments and don’t need to 
belong to another organization. I believe communication is the 
key to recruiting new members.
The SSC-USA website is a tool not just for communicating with 
current members, but also attracts nonmembers who request 
information about the organization. They ask questions like: 
What is the Knights of St. John? How can I Join? Is there a 
group in my area? This is why the committee needs a document 

that explains the Knights of St. John. I’m hopeful that the 
Supreme can help create this document.
By-Laws
For the past two years the By-Law Committee (Dale Gossiaux, 
Paul Amuchie, Jim Schaufhausen and Paul Walsh) has worked 
on updating SSC-USA By-Laws. They reviewed proposed 
changes with the SSC-USA board and presented the proposed 
changes at the 2023 SSC-USA convention for approval. After 
being approved, they were submitted to the Supreme for review 
and approval. The revised By-Laws were approved by the 
Supreme.
Meetings
During the period between the Supreme conventions, I am 
pleased to say that the SSC-USA has held quarterly meetings 
and biennial conventions.
Budget
The SSC-USA Finance Committee (Titus Osuagwu, Jay Pfeiffer 
and Paul Jasper) has for the last 3 years created and maintained 
a balanced budget. 
Per Capita Tax
SSC-USA continues to pay the Per Capita Tax (Supreme and 
SSC-USA) yearly and on time.
Website
SSC-USA website is up and running. Tim Redinger was the 
creator of the site and most recently Andrew Voce has taken 
over managing the site. As previously mentioned in this 
report, the website is an excellent communication tool, and all 
members of the SSC-USA are urged to submit news articles and 
information about upcoming events.
Conclusion
Things to consider: A building with a poor foundation will, 
in time, fail and collapse. Likewise, an organization with a 
poor foundation will fail and no longer exist. All members 
in leadership roles should help support, lead and mentor our 
membership to secure the future of the Knights of St. John.
Thank You and God Bless,

Maj. Gen. Brian F. Stehlin / SSC-USA President

For members who did not receive a copy, below is the SSC-USA report, which was submitted  
to the Executive Board during the Executive Board meeting.
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MUSTER & INSPECTION ORDER
Reports must be filed before January 15, 2025

(OFFICIAL)
September 1, 2024

General Order No. 1
To: Major General Doug Halleaux, KSJI, Supreme Commandery, Inspector General
1.	 You are hereby respectfully commanded to order a Muster & Inspection of all Local Commanderies. Said 

Muster & Inspection to be held not later than January 15, 2025.
2.	 You will submit a full report of the results of said inspection not later than May 15, 2025.

By Command of General Thomas DeLuca, KSJI, Supreme Commandery President.
Attest: Lt. Gen. C. J. Okafor, KSJI, Supreme Commandery

Knights of St. John International
Military Department

Office of the Inspector General
9955 E. Newburg Rd., Durand, MI USA 48429

September 1, 2024

To: All Supreme Subordinate Presidents, Grand Presidents, Brigade, Regiment, Battalion, District 
Commanders and Unattached Local Commandery Presidents:

1.	 In compliance with General Order No. 1, issued by General Thomas DeLuca, dated September 1, 2024: 
You are hereby respectfully commanded to order a Muster & Inspection of all Local Commanderies within 
your jurisdiction to be held no later than January 15, 2025. 

2.	 Said Muster & Inspection to be conducted as prescribed where practicable in the official Knights of St. 
John International Drill Regulations (reprinted June 2008), Sections 486-496.

3.	 3KSJI Muster & Inspection Report Forms 1 & 2A, 2B (KSJI MIR Forms 1 & 2A, 2B) will be sent to you 
and you will send two copies of KSJI Form 1 to each Local Commandery Commander within your ju-
risdiction to prepare the muster roll for their Local Commandery. The Local Commandery Commanders 
will present two KSJI MIR Forms 1 to the Muster and Inspecting Officer(s). The Muster and Inspecting 
Officer(s) will then complete the Inspection of each Local Commandery annotating on the two KSJI MIR 
Forms 1 the inspection of uniform items. One completed KSJI MIR Form 1 will be retained by the Local 
Commandery Commander and one sent to the Commanding Officer.

4.	 Upon receipt of all Local Commandery reports, the Commanding Officer will compile the information 
contained therein to the KSJI MIR Form 2. Completion of the detailed Form 2B is optional, at the 
discretion of the Commanding Officer; Grand Presidents may request the completion and submis-
sion of Form 2B by the Commanding Officer. The Commanding Officer will submit the KSJI Forms 2 
(and 2B if requested) to their Supreme Subordinate Commandery Secretary or Grand Commandery Secre-
tary.

5.	 He will collect the reports of subordinate commands KSJI MIR Forms 2 only and submit same to the Su-
preme Commandery, Inspector General no later than January 15, 2025.

6.	 Unattached Local Commanderies will submit Form 2 only to the KSJI Supreme Commandery, Inspec-
tor General, not later than January 15, 2025. Forms are available by request from the Inspector General.

By Command of Major General Doug Halleaux,
KSJI, Supreme Commandery, Inspector General.
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KNIGHTS OF ST. JOHN INTERNATIONAL
Incorporated Under Laws of New York By Special Act Passed May 6, 1886

82ND INTERNATIONAL -56TH BIENNIAL CONVENTION – JULY 16-20, 2024
M-HOTEL BUFFALO, NEW YORK, USA

REPORT OF THE PROMOTION OF THE ORDER COMMITTEE
The tasks assigned to the Promotion of the Order Committee are the following:

a. To propose ways of effectively promoting the Order, and

b. To come up with any other suggestions that the Committee may find relevant to enhancing the

    image of the Order.

Membership of Committee:
The following are members of the Committee:

1. Maj-Gen Peter C.N. Sangber-Dery – Chairman

2. Brig-Gen John Basso, Jr - Member

3. Brig-Gen George Ikioumoton - Member

4. Brig-Gen. John R. Russo, Sr - Member

The Committee is once more grateful for the opportunity, and now submits the following:

The term Promotion as used in this context, is one of the marketing tools that are usually

used by businesses or sellers of goods and/or services to communicate between the sellers

and the buyers and potential buyers of such goods and/or services. This tool is used by the

seller with intent to creating in the buyers and potential buyers, greater awareness and

interest in the seller’s product or service. Through the use of promotion, the seller seeks to

influence and convince the buyers to buy or patronize the seller’s product or service.

Generally, carrying out promotion involves the use of certain strategies. These include the

following:

a. Direct Marketing

b. Sales Promotion

c. Digital Marketing

d. Personal Selling

e. General Advertising

f. Public Relations, and

g. Sponsorship

Our Order, the Knights of St John International, is a fraternal Society that would normally solicit

for members from among practicing Catholics. It also sees to project and maintain a good name for

+ SUPREME COMMANDERY+
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itself in the minds of the public, as well as sustain the interest of its existing members in the

practices of the Order. Members of the Order render charity services to members of the church and

the community in general. It is for such purposes that the Order requires to have more members so

as to render more valuable service to the church and other deserving groups and individuals. It is

also important that even as the Order endeavors to render valuable service to the church and other

groups and individuals, it is ensured that the Order projects a good image of itself, an image that

would always attract respect and admiration from others, and not otherwise. Even though it is not

like the other businesses that produce and/or sell physical goods; nor like a business that provides

one type of service or another on commercial basis, the Order nevertheless necessarily needs to

promote itself among members of the public, not only with the view to attracting new members, but

also to ensuring that at all times a good image of the Order is kept alive in the minds of members of

the public. Also, the Order seeks to ensure that the interest of its existing members is well sustained

in the Order and its practices, so as to keep such existing members actively participating in the

practices and operations of the Order. To promote the Order, therefore, some selected promotional

strategies need to be adopted. Some of these strategies may be similar to those deployed by the

purely commercial entities. But to a large extent, these promotional activities would require the

personal involvement, conduct, and attitude of the persons seeing to carry out the promotion of the

Order. It is important to point out that measures that would enhance the image of the Order and

ways of promoting the Order are, to a large extent, intertwined, as measures aimed at enhancing the

image of the Order would also promote the Order and vice versa.

As such, therefore, we do propose that the following measures be adopted towards promoting the

Order and also towards enhancing the image of the Order:

1. Carry out various charity works at the Parishes or in the community that the unit of the

	 Order finds itself, e,g. at donations or clean up campaigns at Orphanages, Prisons,

	H ospitals, etc. this will endear the Order to the hearts of people within the locality

2. Periodic speeches from the pulpit, with the permission of the Priest in charge, especially on

	 special and appropriate occasions, highlighting what the Order stands for. This would be a

	 way of advertising the order in a direct way to attract members of the various Parishes to join.

3. Members of various commanderies could on regular basis identify prominent persons who

	 have just newly arrived within their Parishes or communities and sell the order to such

	 persons. This is through person to person contacts. It should also be borne in mind that

	 getting some highly respected persons in the community to join the order could lead to

	 attracting more prominent persons to join the order as such other persons could be swayed

	 by their trust in the sense of judgement of the earlier prominent person that has been won

	 over to join the Order.

4. Members should play active and distinguishing roles in various Parish committees. This

	 will put them in the limelight, and draw serious minded members of the community to

	 themselves, to whom they can then give more information about the Order.

5. Prepare and use decent flyers to attract and inform members of the public about the Order

6. Members should comport themselves properly as true and decent knights in the community

	 and wherever they find themselves. This good conduct would attract admiration from
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	 members of the public who would desire to emulate the conduct of such good knights.

	 Personal example is thus paramount. It should be borne in mind that it is not only when one

	 is in one’s prescribed uniform that one is a knight and should thus behave as such, A knight

	 is a knight whether in or out of the uniform. Our conduct should thus at all times reflect that fact.

7. Proper use of the social media. Social media refers to a variety of technologies that facilitate

	 the sharing of ideas and information among their users. In recent years, social media has

	 attracted a large number of users, especially the youth, who necessarily constitute the chunk

	 of the target market of the order. Thus, if used properly, social media could be an easy way

	 of reaching out to the youth about the order. However, if put to wrong use, like deliberately

	 spreading disinformation or maligning someone for electoral advantage, or for whatever

	 reason, a negative image is created not only about the members or persons you seek to

	 malign, but also about you the malicious user. This negative image also, ultimately, reflects

	 negatively on the Order as a whole.

8. Various units of the Order should establish websites. These should be properly populated

	 with accurate information about the Order. They should also be well managed and regularly

	 updated.

9. Organize effective turn-outs at various levels to mark various occasions like Feast Days of

	 the Parish, Ordination ceremony of Priests, etc

10. Discipline is the hallmark of knighthood. Therefore, every effort must be made to ensure

	 discipline prevails at all levels of the Order. Supervisors must also ensure that any member

	 who displays any form of indiscipline or misconduct is promptly sanctioned as appropriate.

	 Superior officers should give full support to leaders at lower levels who take appropriate

	 disciplinary action against errant members. The last thing that should be allowed to happen

	 is for higher authority, without fully appreciating the issues on the ground, or due to some

	 form of favoritism, rather make a hero of the errant member. This sends wrong signals into

	 the system and also somewhat projects the misbehavior of the erring officer as the model.

	 This tends to encourage indiscipline and puts the Order in bad light in the eyes of those

	 members of the Order and even non-members who know the general conduct of the errant

	 officer.

11. The various structures of the Order should be supported and allowed to function effectively,

	 with the chain of command being upheld and respected at all times by senior officers at

	 various levels. Under no circumstance should a junior (lower) officer, for instance, be

	 allowed to bypass his immediate supervisor and have direct access to superior (higher level)

	 officers, because of friendship, to get such latter officers to address official matters that

	 should ordinarily have been passed through the junior officer’s immediate supervisor. Such

	 conduct does not only breed indiscipline, but also weakens the structures of the Order and

	 erodes the good image of the Order.

12. In addition to the measures raised above, it should also be ensured that members refrain

	 from the following negative practices, as they do a lot of harm to the image of the Order,

	 rather than enhance it:

i. Formation of cliques within the Order
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ii. Failure or subtle refusal to recognize and acknowledge superior officers

iii. The use of various negative means to solicit votes and support in elections, for

instance the offer/acceptance of some material resources in exchange for promises

of support or votes in elections at various levels of the Order

iv. Undue rush for election to an office one knows clearly one neither has the requisite

	 knowledge or competence to perform in

v. Misuse of the social media either for election purposes or to malign fellow mem-
bers

of the Order.

Prepare and implement a Strategic Plan for the Knights of St John International
In addition to all the above, it is important that an organization such as ours, the Knights of

St John International, that has existed, and has been in operation for more than 100 years

should at a point take a pause, carry out a comprehensive introspection to see whether, in

the face of the changing dynamics in the world over all these years, there isn’t the need to

reposition itself and to adopt new and/or revised strategies. This will help give a clear

direction to members, and also bring out a clear long term vision, with targets as to what

we seek to achieve, as an Order, within the next, say, five or ten years. Drawing up such a

plan would also enable the Order to carry out a good self-assessment through the SWOT

analysis, an exercise that would help us appreciate more clearly our Strengths,

Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats. We would then be better equipped to prescribe

strategies that would more effectively reposition us as an Order with an enhanced focus

and a “competitive edge”, and eventually be more attractive both to members and non-

members. We have experts in the Order who, when contacted,+ can help carry out this

very important task.

Conclusion
Promoting the Order is the responsibility of all members. Various measures need to be adopted

to achieve this. The objective would be to ultimately have more people outside the Order having a

better appreciation of what the Order stands for, and to, possibly, win them over to be members.

Brothers, there is still a very large population of Catholics out there who could be members of this

Order. There is therefore no excuse whatsoever for our numbers not to grow tremendously. We

must all, therefore, individually and as groups, set good example in the areas where we find

ourselves, and make conscious effort to consistently make the Order more attractive.

Once again, we wish to thank you all for the opportunity to be of service to you.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Supreme Promotion of the Order Committee.

Maj-Gen. Peter C.N. Sangber-Dery

Chairman, Supreme Promotion of the Order Committee
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Owerri Grand
Supreme Subordinate President Nigeria  

Visits Owerri Grand, Commissions 
Healthcare Centre

Owerri Grand Exemplifies 84 Elements into 2nd and 3rd Degrees

History was made on July 11th this year as the Supreme Subor-
dinate President Nigeria, Maj. Gen Prof. Remy Uche, visited 
Owerri Grand and commissioned the healthcare Centre initi-

ated by Owerri Grand President Brig. Gen. Dr. Moses Ajeka.

The project was completed in a year. Brig. Gen. Ajeka’s desire 
to build this Centre stems from Ezekiel the prophet, who warned the 
shepherds that they should not leave their sheep to scatter, not healing 
the sick, nor strengthening the weak nor going for the ones that have 
gone astray.

His desire is to take care of the health of Knights and Ladies of 
Owerri Grand during activities at the Grand.

It is a project he cherishes and went all out to appeal to his friends 
and good spirited Knights and Ladies to live out their charity in order 
to actualize his desire.

The Supreme Subordinate President, upon cutting the tape to com-
mission the healthcare Centre, thanked God and praised the Owerri 
Grand President for his foresight towards healing the sick among his 
flock.

He promised to make his quota as the Centre is being stocked with 
medications and other much-needed supplies with drugs and services 
to make it functional.

  Bro. Vincent Azubuike  
 Editor Supreme Journal Owerri Grand.

The Owerri Grand Exemplified 84 ele-
ments initiated between 2019 and 2023 
into the 2nd and 3rd Degrees of the 

Order.

The two days activities in early June were 
marked with confessions, Holy Masses, lectures, 
written exams and drills.

Grand President Noble Brother Dr. Moses 
Ajeka reminded them to hold firmly to faith and 
teachings of truth always anchored to Spiritual-
ity, Discipline, Charity, and Fraternity.

       

 Bro. Vincent Azubuike 
Editor Supreme Journal Owerri Grand.
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News from the District of Columbia

Continued on next page

The First Regiment of Washington was invited and served 
as part of the Honor Guard for Cardinal Wilton D. Grego-
ry, Archbishop of Washington, during the Memorial Day 

Mass held outdoors on the grounds of Mount Olivet Cemetery 
in the District of Columbia on Monday, May 27, 2024. The 
archbishop said, “We remember the countless men and women 
who offered their lives in selfless service to our country so we 
can be free.”

Each year Memorial Day Masses are also held that day at 
Resurrection Cemetery in Clinton, MD; Gate of Heaven Cem-
etery in Silver Spring, MD; All Souls Cemetery in Germantown, 
MD, and St. Mary’s Queen of Peace Cemetery in Mechanics-
ville, MD.

The goals of Colonel Ronald G. Scott, Commander of the 
First Regiment of Washington, are for the Knights to contribute 
time, talent, and monetary support to charitable causes. As a 
result, the Regiment made $20,000 available for charitable do-
nations. The recipients of the donations would be determined by 
the five commanderies in the Regiment:  St. Thomas Command-
ery 218; St. Paul Commandery 286; Incarnation Commandery 
296; Good Shepherd Commandery 302, and Holy Name Com-
mandery 388. Each commandery was allotted $4,000 to make 
donations to charities of their choice and required to report all 
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donations made to the Regiment.

All commanderies have reported their charitable donations:  $15,640 
was donated to Catholic Churches; $2,727 to parish organizations; and 
$1,633 to charitable support groups.

During Mass on Sunday, April 14, 2024 Major Reginald Tobias, 
President of Commandery 218, presented his commandery’s donation 
of $4,000 to Father David A. Bava, Pastor of Holy Redeemer Catholic 
Church in Northeast, Washington.

Incarnation Commandery 296 has great news to share. The command-
ery welcomed a new member. Chijioke Okafor, Jr., was initiated into the 
First Degree of Our Noble Order during our June 2024 meeting. Major 
D. Garkpe Gedepoh, Commandery President, administered the oath. Lt. 
Anton Hooper, Recording Secretary, assisted the president. Jr., as we 
prefer to call our new member, was presented with the Knights of St. John 
International Constitution, Overseas Cap, Sash and Gloves, and a copy of 
Commandery 296 By-Laws.

Two special guests were present and witnessed the installation, Jr.’s fa-
ther, Major General Chijioke Okafor, Supreme Secretary, and grandfather, 
Sir Knight Nathaniel Okafor of Owerri Grand Commandery, Christ the 
King Commandery 445, Aba, Nigeria. It was a great honor to have these 
two Honorable Knights at the meeting. Now there are three generations 
of Knights of St. John in one family. Jr. will be attending college full-time 
this fall.

Remember that when we gather to meet or to socialize keep in mind 
those brothers and sisters who are ill or confined to their residence or to a 
private nursing home. They will appreciate your telephone calls, personal 
visits, or cards to show that they are not forgotten. But most of all keep 
them in your prayers.

Submitted by 
Brig. General Ron Taylor, Adjutant 

First Regiment of Washington

Continued from preceding page
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Cape Coast Grand Commandery
ST TERESA OF CHILD JESUS COMMANDERY # 813 MARKS 10TH ANNIVERSARY 

The St. Teresa of the Child Jesus Com-
mandery celebrated its 10th anniversary 
from June 1st to 16th, 2024. The theme 

was “10 years of the Ancient and Noble Order 
in the Catholic Diocese of Wiawso: The Role 
of the Knights and Ladies in fostering good 
relationships between the Clergy, Religious, 
and the Lay Faithful”.

The two-week celebration included 
morning Masses, military drills, retreats and 
talks by Very Rev. Fr. Patrick Andoh, 2nd Lt. 
Philip Abdullah, and Very Rev. Fr. Emmanuel 
Quacioe. Also, clean-up exercises around the 
church premises, filed drills and socialization 
with life band music, 4th District Commandery 
Meetings and Novena to St. John the Baptist at 
St. Teresa of Child Jesus Parish.

The celebration concluded Sunday, June 
16, 2024 with a day full of activities. The 
highlight of the celebration was the Guard of 
Honor, reviewed by Most Rev. Samuel Nkuah 
Boateng, the Bishop of Wiawso Diocese. The 
Bishop, resplendent in his ceremonial apparel, 
inspected the guard with precision and pride, 
acknowledging the dedication and service of 
the Knights and Ladies.

Following the Guard of Honor, the Bishop 
celebrated a Thanksgiving Mass, joined by of-
ficiating clergy and a congregation of devoted 

parishioners. The Mass was a beautiful expres-
sion of gratitude, with hymns, prayers, and 
readings that echoed the themes of dedicated 
service, faith, unity, and fraternal charity.

After the Mass, the Bishop, accompanied 
by the Knights and Ladies, proceeded to the 
grounds for the sod-cutting ceremony of the 
summer hut project. This anniversary project 
was a testament to the Commandery’s commit-
ment to serving the Parish Community. With a 
symbolic cut of the sod accompanied by funfair 
music, the project was officially launched, 
marking a new chapter in the Commandery’s 
history.

The celebration continued with group pho-
tographs, capturing the joy and camaraderie of 
the moment. The Knights and Ladies, dressed 
in their uniform, posed with the Bishop and Of-
ficiating Clergy, creating cherished memories.

Finally, the parade marched through the 
principal streets of Bibiani, a vibrant display of 
unity and pride. The Knights and Ladies, with 
precision and grace, marched briskly to the 
rhythm of music provide by the Cadet Regi-
mental Band, greeted by the waving crowds 
and spreading joy and enthusiasm everywhere.

Cape Coast Grand Commandery Officers 
in attendance included the Grand President, 
Brig. General Joe Kwanena Brainoo, Brig. 

General Sir Andrew Kobina Koomson, Brig. 
General Francis Koomson-Banes, all past 
Grand Presidents, Colonel Christian Donkoh, 
2nd Vice President, Colonel Theophilus 
Brako, Grand secretary and others. The Grand 
Auxiliary President was represented by Sister 
Anastasia Ayisha Bakah, the Grand Auxiliary 
1st Trustee and Sister Doris Domeelyah, Grand 
Junior Auxiliary Directress and District Four 
President.

In a related event, the Grand Officers had 
the privilege of meeting with His Excellency, 
Most Rev. Samuel Nkuah Boateng, to intro-
duce the Order to him and briefed him on our 
charitable activities and spiritual mission. This 
was the first of its kind since his enthronement 
as Bishop of the Diocese.

The Bishop warmly received the visit and 
interaction, expressing appreciation for the Or-
der’s work. He acknowledged the importance 
of Order’s mission and encouraged officers 
and members to continue serving the Church. 
Impressed by the presentation, he tasked offi-
cers with expanding the Order to other parishes 
within the Diocese, recognizing our potential to 
positively impact the Church.

Report filed by 
1st Peter K. Adzaho 

President, Com. #813
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324 Hamilton Ave.
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Visit ksji.org for the latest updates.

Articles and photos for upcoming issue are due on the 
following date:

December 2004 issue -- Nov 1 

We are very interested in stories about our fellow Knights doing 
exceptional voluntary work in their respective communities.
Please send materials to KnightsJournal@yahoo.com.   
Detailed captions for photos are appreciated.
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