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President’s Farewell Address

reetings once again from
your Supreme President.
For a number of years now,

I have had the pleasure of com-
municating with all the member-
ship through my messages such

as this one. When I first became
your President, I promised that my
administration would be forthcom-
ing and communicate the events of
our organization to the members. |
can only hope that I accomplished
this goal to your satisfaction, for an
informed membership is a strong
membership. We have worked
together for many years throughout
my career and yours as Knights of
St. John. You have come to know
my ideals and the directions I felt
we should pursue for a brighter and
more sustainable future, and I have
learned many of your thoughts like-
wise. We must remember that once
we were the youth of our organiza-
tion, and times were different as

we grew up in the order. We have
struggled with two concepts within
our organization that, at times, has
drawn us backwards instead of mov-
ing forward in the right direction, as
we should be moving.

The first concept is that of rank
and power. Please let me explain.
Rank is a gauge of one’s ability to
lead the members in good times
and bad. To lead by the Supreme
Constitution and the Laws of our
Church, to be willing to listen to all
views with an open mind and be patient when making your deci-
sion because what may seem small or trivial to you, is the biggest
issue in the eyes of the member presenting it. As far as power let
me just say this, the being with power is not of this world. How

http://ksji.org

quickly some forget our teachings of
the Church and believe that they are
the ones sitting at the right hand of
the Father! Nowhere in the consti-
tution do you see the word “POW-
ER.” This is a fantasy created by
those who wish to control, instead
of lead.

We are truly a blessed organiza-
tion with the amount of youth within
our ranks. If we don’t take this op-
portunity to educate and refine their
knowledge of the Knights of St.
John, our order will falter as many
organizations such as ours, have al-
ready. Many of us have this type of
knowledge and, more importantly,
the experience to teach the younger
members. We just need to apply
these and give them the opportunity
to advance.

In closing, I wish to thank each
and every member for allowing
me to serve you as your Supreme
President. We have gone through
things that nobody could have
foreseen, but we did it together,
united! Your trust in me and the
Supreme Executive Board of Direc-
tors has been unwavering, and this
is something that should, and will
never be forgotten. As we enter our
2024 convention and have a change
in leadership, remember that we are
about the future, not the past. As a
last request, I ask that all join me in
my total support of our next duly
elected Supreme President and his

administration. United we stand; divided we fall.

Gen. Frank Waseleski, Sr.
Supreme President
Knights of St. John International
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Interim Supreme Secretary

bers of the Knights of St.

John International. As we
continue to work on all the ar-
rangements for the convention,
a concerning challenge has
been brought to my attention.
It appears that various brothers
have been denied the opportu-
nity to join and fellowship with
us at the Supreme Convention. I have personally investi-
gated this with the U.S. Embassy to see if anything can be
done and if there is anything additional that may be included
in my letter of invitation to help with guaranteeing approval.
At this point, I did not receive any positive news and the
process is not so much dependent on my letter of invita-
tion as it is on various factors, which were not disclosed. I
continue to hope that brothers will be approved to receive a
visa and join us for the convention.

Ibring greetings to all mem-

A few items I would like to address with regard to regis-
tration. It is important to fill out the forms and send them to
the convention committee so you can be registered. Pay-
ment is not required when you submit. As long as you get it
submitted on time, you will get the early registration rate.

About payments, in order to streamline the process, it
is better to have a check, cashier’s check, or money order
made out to the convention committee. Wire transfers have
been a challenge due to not being able to identify the sender.
As aresult, we are not able to have convention-related pay-
ments made by wire at this time.

Admission into the convention: Brothers, in order to
ensure a smooth process, I have been directed to remind
everyone that only delegates or alternates will be allowed
into the convention, with no exceptions.

Per Capita Tax (PCT): For any outstanding PCT pay-
ments kindly make payment and include a note about the

person making the payment, the
Grand, and any pertinent informa-
tion to help identify the payment.

Office Hours: I will be hold-
ing office hours the day before
the convention starts to meet with
the Supreme Subordinate Presi-
dents and Secretaries to pick up
outstanding commissions and
charters, balance any outstanding payments, and take care of
matters that need to be addressed.

Reports: I will be sending all reports from Supreme of-
ficers to the Supreme Subordinate Secretaries to distribute
to delegates by email one week prior to the convention. We
have been directed to let all officers who will be present-
ing a report know that you will have time only to present
verbally a summarized version.

Brothers with all the things going on in the world and
most especially the challenges brothers are facing with
regards to getting an opportunity to fellowship in person at
the convention I turn to scripture to give us strength. Psalm
46:1-8

God is our refuge and our strength, an ever-present help
in distress. Thus, we do not fear, though earth be shaken,
mountains quake to the depths of the sea, though its waters
rage and foam, and mountains totter at its surging. Streams
of the river gladden the city of God the holy dwelling of
the Most High. God is in its midst; it shall not be shaken;
God will help it at break of day. Though nations rage and
kingdoms totter, he utters his voice and the earth melts. The
LORD of Hosts is with us; our stronghold is the God of
Jacob.

Fraternally,
Maj. Gen. Chijioke Okafor
Interim Supreme Secretary
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Supreme Spiritual Director

ay the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus
MChrist be with you!
In a few weeks, the Knights of St.

John International and the Ladies Commanderies
will gather in Buffalo for our Convention. I trust
everyone is excited about this, since we have not
gathered for a few years, as a result of the Covid-19
pandemic. It will be a time to re-engage, re-connect,
recommit, re-energize with and among our brother
Knights. I look forward to seeing many of you
there. And for our Brothers who are unable to
attend, please keep the Convention in prayer for a
productive and successful gathering.

Looking at our universal Church, we are
experiencing a change, especially with Church
going people. We are witnessing a decline of people
attending Church. Although in some countries,
Churches are full and well attended. They are
blessed. However, where Church attendance is
declining, it brings us to the realization that the
Church must re-evaluate herself and strategize how
to attract people back to the Church.

In the book: «From Christendom to Apostolic
Mission,» published by the University of Mary, it
describes the present state of the Church. However,
it also suggests to us that we must go back to the
mindset and the way the Apostles preached, taught,
and invited people to the faith. Their zeal for the
faith and the establishment of the Church consumed
them.
In these present days, we must think of ourselves as
the present-day Apostles preaching, teaching, and
inviting people to the Church, or back to the Church.
We must live out the motto of St. John to be «in the
service of humanity,» and approaching people to
come and experience the faith that we know.
May our faith be demonstrated in speech and
in action. May our zeal for the faith consume us
knowing we will be led and guided by the Holy
Spirit.
See you in Buffalo.
Peace and blessings,
Rev. Msgr. Federico A. Britto
Supreme Spiritual Director
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Welcome to New Members

FEB 2024 - MAY 2024

Grand City/ State Name Grand City/ State Name

220 Indiana Don Simmermeyer 760 Accra West, Ghana Paul Izuwane

973 Michigan Mark Stamos 760 Accra West, Ghana Aaron Halolo

296 Washington, DC Chijioke Okafor Jr. 760 Accra West, Ghana Isaac Awumbila

413 Accra East, Ghana Kodwo Pobee 760 Accra West, Ghana Elvis Kontuo

413 Accra East, Ghana Isaac Offei Asare 760 Accra West, Ghana Emmanuel Twum

413 Accra East, Ghana Patrick Amoako Ababio 760 Accra West, Ghana Raphael Kwaw

413 Accra East, Ghana Quist Paapa Bruku 760 Accra West, Ghana Daniel Mensah

413 Accra East, Ghana Gabriel Peters 760 Accra West, Ghana Ulrich Bossa

413 Accra East, Ghana Elorm Chris Kpodotsi 760 Accra West, Ghana Emmanuel Baidoo

413 Accra East, Ghana Richard Nyannor 760 Accra West, Ghana David Helegah

413 Accra East, Ghana Emmanuel Agbassa 760 Accra West, Ghana Kennedy Awuku

413 Accra East, Ghana Daniel Kuma Basoah 848 Accra West, Ghana Basil Ehin Kpete

604 Accra East, Ghana Baafi Agyei Kwaku 848 Accra West, Ghana Pious Essien

736 Accra East, Ghana Festus Akyuuro 848 Accra West, Ghana Elvis Kwame Doe

736 Accra East, Ghana ]gr(:lsr:rinplilmeensa 851 Accra West, Ghana Joshua Ackumey

799 Accra East, Ghana Wisdom Siada 851 Accra West, Ghana Valentine Azialoho

799 Accra East, Ghana Henry Mawuli Akotey 896 Accra West, Ghana Dominic Sefakor Kuma
799 Accra East, Ghana Richmond Asare 896 Accra West, Ghana Ikechukwu Declan Onyike
799 Accra East, Ghana Peter Agbemava 911 Accra West, Ghana Kwabena Frempong
799 Accra East, Ghana Gregory Akahoho 911 Accra West, Ghana Peter Danso

799 Accra East, Ghana Godwin Edem Amegbor 931 Accra West, Ghana Reuben B.A. Kumor
799 Accra East, Ghana Benedict Akogo 931 Accra West, Ghana Charles Amey Dzoboku
833 Accra East, Ghana Rev. Fr. Francis Tayee Boley 952 Accra West, Ghana Obinna Onwuanyi

957 Accra East, Ghana Paul Gyeng 952 Accra West, Ghana Kelvin Nyarkoh-Damtse
957 Accra East, Ghana Dominic Duku 354 Cape Coast, Ghana Samuel Raphel Eshun
482 Accra West, Ghana Godwin Kofi Logan 354 Cape Coast, Ghana Godwin K. Boateng
760 Accra West, Ghana Victor Amoro 354 Cape Coast, Ghana Ebenezer Smith

760 Accra West, Ghana Michael Melormey 354 Cape Coast, Ghana Benjamin K. Eshun

760 Accra West, Ghana Solomon Mwaayi 354 Cape Coast, Ghana Evans Ogoe

760 Accra West, Ghana Kingsley Onah 907 Cape Coast, Ghana Godfred Eshun Afful
760 Accra West, Ghana Emmanuel Nketia 907 Cape Coast, Ghana Benjamin Bentil
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Welcome to New Members

FEB 2024 - MAY 2024

Grand City/ State Name Grand City/ State Name

399 Koforidua Ho, Ghana Doh Kwasi Paul 701 Uyo, Nigeria Richmond Emmanuel Ukpe

403 Koforidua Ho, Ghana Rev. Fr. Charles K Duah 703 Uyo, Nigeria Bruno Christopher Asukwo

484 Kumasi, Ghana Victor Azubire 703 Uyo, Nigeria ii\(;rIZrWSolomon tfiok

484 Kumasi, Ghana Peter Sekyere 701 Uyo, Nigeria Linus Peter Okon

484 Kumasi, Ghana Kofi Akowuah 423 Uyo, Nigeria Nnanake Peter Udoh

617 Kumasi, Ghana Eric Aben 701 Uyo, Nigeria Michael Gabriel Edem

443 T(\}IEZ:;“gO Bolgatanga, Anoobono Nsoh Prince 423 Uyo, Nigeria Emem Akarandut

443 T(\I}f;:;ngo Sl Kaabata Jonas 423 Uyo, Nigeria Anthony Cletus Udofia

677 gi::;ngo Bolgatanga, Mark Ofori Ajei 786 Uyo, Nigeria Ubong Nseobong

908 Eiﬁ‘:‘go Bolgatanga, [} 1. el Aberinga Atabiliya 423 Uyo, Nigeria Martins Michael Umanah

924 gi;’:;ngo Bolgatanga, Clement Azongo 703 Uyo, Nigeria Thomas Augustine Joseph

924 g?lz;(;ngo IO, Emmanuel Atia 423 Uyo, Nigeria Godwin Francis Usoro

924 gi;;‘;ngo Bolgatanga, | i ce Kangeri 423 Uyo, Nigeria Paul Clement Udoh

924 gizzc;ngo Bolgatangs, Peter Agaa Bugayiri 537 Uyo, Nigeria Peter Kingsley Itrechio

924 (N}EZ:;ngo Bolgatanga, Martin Ayijuno 703 Uyo, Nigeria Brendan Justine Obodo

978 Sunyani, Ghana Rev. Fr. John Oppong Baah 701 Uyo, Nigeria Joseph Boniface Okon

978 Sunyani, Ghana Rev. Fr. Daniel Mensah Adjei 423 Uyo, Nigeria Aniekan Paul Etim

909 Tamale, Ghana Philip-Neri Betanough 450 Uyo, Nigeria Pius Ukeme

909 Tamale, Ghana Anaffu Theobald 703 Uyo, Nigeria John Michael Uko

909 Tamale, Ghana Raymond Konnuba 450 Uyo, Nigeria Ntiedo Godwin Uba

965 Tamale, Ghana Gaayuoni David 423 Uyo, Nigeria Nseobong Isobara

985 Tamale, Ghana Francis A. Atiah 423 Uyo, Nigeria Victor Umoren Joseph

744 Wa North, Ghana Mathias Naah Kundire 450 Uyo, Nigeria Nze Ejike

948 Wa North, Ghana Lucio Kyabnour 703 Uyo, Nigeria Nyong Odokwo

414 Enugu, Nigeria Uzoegbu Kanayo 703 Uyo, Nigeria Eyakise Ubom
Kaduna, Nigeria Ojonyi Prince 450 Uyo, Nigeria Anthony Emile Ekanem
Kaduna, Nigeria Peter Eze 423 Uyo, Nigeria Idorenyin Ignatius Isobara
Kaduna, Nigeria Elias Ikenna Ojukwu 423 Uyo, Nigeria Ephraim Victor Okon
Kaduna, Nigeria Mogbi Ekomo Fidelis 423 Uyo, Nigeria Esse Gerald Umoh
Kaduna, Nigeria Mkpe David Daniel 423 Uyo, Nigeria Joseph Udourioh

786 Uyo, Nigeria Dominic Philip Usua 450 Uyo, Nigeria Edidiong Maurice Abia

423 Uyo, Nigeria Gabriel Aniekan Ekong 703 Uyo, Nigeria Ignatius Michael Umoh
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In Memoriam

MAY 2024 - JUNE 2024

Grand City/ State Name Grand City/ State Name

103 Kentucky Robert Hodge Issele-Uku, Nigeria Emmanuel Morah

604 Accra East, Ghana Avagah Nicholas Issele-Uku, Nigeria Valentine Okafor

609 Accra East, Ghana Franklin Adawu Awimbire Issele-Uku, Nigeria Emmanuel Nwanze

758 Accra East, Ghana Michael Benedict Abbey 547 Nnewi, Nigeria Paul Nnoli

850 Accra East, Ghana Alfred Kenneth Yankah 803 Nnewi, Nigeria Cyril Igwe

495 Accra West, Ghana Gabriel Ocloo Makurdi, Nigeria Felix Osuwa

368 Kumasi, Ghana Francis K. Boakye Ansah 447 Lagos, Nigeria Michael Chikwado Anosike

515 gﬁzl‘l(;ngo Letollzaiin sz Michael Bawre 485 Lagos, Nigeria Peter Bawa

393 Sunyani, Ghana William Ayariga 557 Lagos, Nigeria Christian Atiri

392 Tamale, Ghana Gaeten Timothy Kuupuolo 715 Lagos, Nigeria Jude Nwafor

951 Wa North, Ghana Tiewul Vitus 490 Kaduna, Nigeria Francis Kelechi Nnosike

552 Benin, Nigeria Solomon Onobun 692 Kaduna, Nigeria Gabriel Jevizu

552 Benin, Nigeria Andrew Ehiwario 685 Kaduna, Nigeria Edmond Anyasor

553 Benin, Nigeria Alu Simon 483 Ogoja, Nigeria Livy Agi
Abakaliki, Nigeria David Agbo 483 Ogoja, Nigeria Francis Ogon

652 Abuja, Nigeria Fabian Osuji 603 Ogoja, Nigeria Patrick Enighe Ashie

434 Awka, Nigeria Francis Oliobi 603 Ogoja, Nigeria Marcellinus Maria Ashie

434 Awka, Nigeria Emmanuel Obinwaogo 422 Owerri, Nigeria Bartholomew Okafor

434 Awka, Nigeria Nwosita Josephat 422 Owerri, Nigeria Celestine Ebegbulam

434 Awka, Nigeria Eric Okafor 422 Owerri, Nigeria Charles Nwosu

546 Awka, Nigeria Christopher Ezeokafor 445 Owerri, Nigeria Jude Okafor

589 Awka, Nigeria Vitus Ezechukwu 539 Owerri, Nigeria Victor Ileke

509 Awka, Nigeria Marcel C. Okpala 539 Owerri, Nigeria Christian Nwaugwu

461 Calabar, Nigeria Simeon Okachi 632 Owerri, Nigeria Christopher Onyemaechi

414 Enugu, Nigeria Okiche, Ray Chidi 801 Port Harcourt, Nigeria | Augustine Onochie

414 Enugu, Nigeria Akachukwu, Gabriel 779 Port Harcourt, Nigeria | Paschal Ezeh

638 Enugu, Nigeria Udeh, Simeon 918 Port Harcourt, Nigeria Christopher Ossai Nwodo

584 Enugu, Nigeria Onyia Tochukwu Warri, Nigeria éilos}tg Oehencvvozags

452 Jos, Nigeria Cyprian Ogbonna Warri, Nigeria John Chikogu

776 Jos, Nigeria Joseph Gofwen Warri, Nigeria Anthony Kojo Atumu
Issele-Uku, Nigeria Alphonsus Egwu Warri, Nigeria David Okoro
Issele-Uku, Nigeria Andrew Jarikre
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Hey Buffalo! Here we Come

he 2024 Supreme International

Convention will be held at the
M-Hotel (formerly Millenium Hotel) in
Buffalo NY. The Executive and Ad-
visory Board meetings will be held on
Wednesday, July 17, 2024. The General
Meeting will be held on July 18 & 19,
2024. There will be a banquet on Fri-
day, July 19 and Mass on Saturday, July
20, 2024.

Per instructions from the Supreme
President, Gen Frank Waseleski, Sr., due
to the special circumstances post pan-
demic, only Delegates, Presidents and
Commanders will be allowed into the
meeting rooms for the General Meeting.
These are special circumstances and for
this convention ONLY.

Anyone else should not plan on at-
tending as they will NOT be allowed to
enter the meeting room.

The forms for registration and
banquet along with information on
registration at the M-Hotel are included.
Note that the online registration is NOT
functional at this time so the hotel must
be called using our group number to
reserve a room.

The Buffalo Grand Commandery
looks forward to seeing our Brothers in
Buffalo in July but please be patient as
we are hosting with very short notice
and extreme conditions.

HOTEL ROOM RESERVATIONS

To reserve your accommodation, please contact the hotel directly. Rooms
have been reserved for the convention. When making reservations, make sure
you mention that you are with the Knights of St. John convention to get the
preferred room rate.

Accommodation is available as indicated below. The Committee cannot
ensure the exact room location and rate that you will receive; you need to
discuss these items with the hotel.

Check-in after 3:00 P.M.

M-HOTEL BUFFALO

Reservations: (716) 681-2400
Group Code 0799AEHS850

At this time, the on-line registration is not working so the
hotel must be called to make a reservation.

Check-out before 11:00 A.M.

This rate structure for the 2024 convention will be as follows:

Single, Double, Triple or Quad: $149.00 per night plus tax

Other arrangements, such as larger rooms, more guests, children, or suite rooms must be
negotiated with the hotel and will not be governed by the preferred rate.

Some special rooms cannot be reserved without the approval of the Convention Chairman. The
hotel will contact him in such cases. Commitment will be handled by the hotel and not the
Convention Committee.

Reservations are released at 6:00 PM unless payment is guaranteed or prepaid.

A shuttle bus is available from Buffalo Airport. Call the Hotel Desk at

(716) 681-2400 to order the shuttle. There is a minimum 20-minute wait time for the shuttle.
Taxicabs are also available at the airport.

NO OTHER DISCOUNTS M-HOTEL BUFFALO

APPLY TO GROUP RATES 2040 Walden Ave, Buffalo, NY 14225
FOR INFORMATION, (716) 681-2400

CALL OR WRITE: www.mhotelbuffalo.com

http://ksji.org
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CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM

Please register me for the 2024 Supreme Convention

Name

Title, Officer

Delegate

Commandery Number

Address

City, State, Zip

Country

Price of advance registration - $75.00 Mail to: Knights of St. John Convention
Price of registration at Convention- $100.00 132 Rushford Hollow Dr

Make checks payable to: Cheektowaga, NY 14227

KSJI 2024 Committee

KNIGHTS OF ST. JOHN INTERNATIONAL

SUPREME CONVENTION BANQUET
M-HOTEL BUFFALO, Friday, July 19

Cocktails: 7:00 p.m. (Cash bar)

Dinner: 8:00 p.m.

Make checks payable to:
KSJI 2024 Committee

Please confirm reservations at $75.00 per person.

Mail to:

Amount enclosed $

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Knights of St. John Convention
132 Rushford Hollow Dr.

1Cheektowaga, NY 14227

CONVENTION RESERVATION SUMMARY

Coupon Number $ Paid
Registration @$75.00 $
Banquet @75.00 $
Total $ Enclosed $

http://ksji.org
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2024 Supreme Convention Quartermaster

Supplies Order Form

PRE-ORDER NO LATER THAN JULY 1, 2024 for delivery at the Convention. The Quartermaster will
send you a confirmation email with your total to be paid in full at the Convention. Limited sale hours will be

available at the convention due to the condensed schedule. A PDF fillable form is available at www.ksji.org
uartermaster@etczone.com or

Send all orders to Major General Matthew Trossman —
P.O. Box 226, Oldenburg, IN 47036

Name Supreme Subordinate Commandery

E-mail Grand Commandery Local Comm. No.

Quantity FIRST Dﬁg&%%;“s‘i{?f“l‘“ Price | | Quantity SECOND AND THIRD DEGREE Price
1-FA | Membership Application Form -- 3-CD | Third Degree Membership Card (25) | $1.25
1-CD | First Degree Membership Card (25) $1.25 3-PN | Second and Third Degree Lapel Pin | $5.50
I-PN |Lapel Pin $5.50 3-Fp | Second and Third Degree -

Application
1-PT | Lapel Pin with tabs $5.50 3-CD | Third Degree Membership Card (25) | $1.25
1-KP | Knights of St. John Prayer Card -- Quantity FOURTH DEGREE Price
1-UI [ Uniform Indulgenced Prayer Card -- 4-CD 520 5u)rth Degree Membership Card $1.25
1-CA | Constitution — (cover and corrections) |$22.00 4-LP | Fourth Degree Lapel Pin $5.50
1-CC | Constitution corrections (2016) $5.00 4-FP | Fourth Degree Patch $4.00
1-RB [ Ritual Book $1.50 Quantity NOBLE DEGREE Price
1-OC | Opening and Closing Ode Card -- N-PN [ Noble Degree Pin $5.50
I-MR | Memorial Ritual Card (5) $2.00 N-RB [ Noble Degree Ribbon $3.50
1-FQ [ Quartermaster Supplies Order Form -- N-GL IS\iI;):)le Degree White Glove (one $10.00
1-FM | Monthly Report Form -- Quantity UNIFORM RANK Price
1-FN [ Notice of Arrears Form -- R-GL | Sir Knight White Glove (one size) $9.00
1-FS | Sick Committee Report Form -- R-BS | Small Uniform Buttons -Silver (6) $11.00
1-FT | Member Transfer Form -- R-BL | Large Uniform Buttons — Silver (4) $8.00
1-FR | Reinstatement Application Form -- R-05 |5 Year NCO Service Stripe $4.00
1-WC | Withdrawal Card (10) $1.50 R-10 | 10 Year NCO Service Stripe $5.00
1-EP |3” Emblem Patch $3.50 R-15 | 15 Year NCO Service Stripe $6.00
1-PE | Pocket Emblem mounted on plastic $7.00 R-20 |20 Year NCO Service Stripe $7.00
1-KT | Tie $20.00 R-CS |25 Year NCO Service Cross — Silver |$10.00
1-TT | Tie tack — clutch with chain and bar $2.00 R-CG [ 25 Year Service Cross — Gold $12.00
1-SR | Sash — Regular $55.00 R-CC | Corporal Chevron $5.00
1-SL | Sash—Long $55.00 R-SC | Sergeant Chevron $5.00
1-HS | Garrison Cap — Small $45.00 R-SS | Color Sergeant Chevron $10.0
1-HM | Garrison Cap — Medium $45.00 R-FS | First Sergeant Chevron $10.00
1-DN | 4”x4” Weatherproof Decal $3.00 R-SM [ Sergeant Major Chevron $10.00
1-DR | 4”x4” Weatherproof Decal -reflective | $3.50 Quantity CADETS Price
1-D2 | 2”x2” Weatherproof Decal $1.50 C-FC | Cadet Membership Application Form --
1-PS | KSJI and Papal Flag Desk Set $10.00 C-CD | Cadet Membership Card (10) $2.00
C-CP | Cadet Emblem Patch $4.00

http://ksji.org



http://ksji.org

June 2024 13

Resolutions

Proposal to amend the Supreme Constitution of the
Knights of St. John International

Whereas the Constitution of the Supreme Commandery of the Knights of St. John International was amended to include
a due process procedure in the event of disputes that may arise between Commandery members (members), Members
and their commandery, Members and their district, Members and their Grand Commandery, Members and their Supreme
Subordinate Commandery and all of the combinations of the various commanderies, districts, grands and Supreme Sub-
ordinates; there is no formal process that can be used to remove an officer of the Supreme Commandery, if said officer
is derelict or negligent in his various duties to the overall organization. This amendment addresses the process(s) and
procedure(s) to be used in the event that an officer has been accused of being negligent in their duty as proscribed in the
Supreme Constitution.

Therefore, this is a proposal that will add a new section under the Duties of Officers.

CHAPTER II - SUPREME COMMANDERY
DISPUTE RESOLUTION INVOLVING SUPREME OFFICERS

Section 30 (New). If any officer of the Supreme Commandery is accused to be negligent, incompetent or derelict in his duties for said
office, including the office of the President, the following procedure for investigation, disposition and possible administrative actions, in-
cluding the potential removal from that office will be followed:

a. A matter of serious negligence and/or incompetency must be brought forth to an officer of the Supreme Commandery by any
Knight of the Order within the KSJI.

b.  The matter will be brought to the Supreme Commandery Officers. The Supreme Counsel shall lead the proceedings. (If the subject
of the complaint is the Supreme Counsel, the Supreme President shall appoint an officer to lead the proceedings.) The Supreme Command-
ery shall decide if further investigation is necessary. to bring the matter to the Supreme Commandery. This investigation shall be conducted
within 30 days of the original allegation. If more time is needed, the investigator shall request it from the Supreme Commandery. No more
than an additional 30 days may be granted.

c. If the Supreme Commandery decides to proceed with possible disciplinary actions, the officer accused of the negligence and/or
incompetency will be invited to a meeting of the Supreme Commandery to discuss to matter. At the meeting if the accused officer makes a
reasonable defense, as decided by the presiding officer, the Supreme Commandery can decide what actions (if any) need to be taken with
a simple majority vote. If the officer does not make a reasonable defense, the Supreme Commandery can vote, with a simple majority, to
present the case to the Supreme Commandery Executive Board. If the officer does not attend this meeting, the case will automatically be
presented to the Supreme Commandery Executive Board.

d. If the accused officer is the Supreme President, the Supreme 1st Vice-president will conduct the possible disposition of the case.

e. If the case is brought to the Supreme Commandery Executive Board, the Supreme Counsel shall make the official report of the
original allegation and present any evidence of the allegation(s) against him. The officer who has been accused of the allegation will be able
to make a defense of the allegations against him. At that time, the Supreme Executive Board and said Officer shall field questions.

f. Once all questions are answered, the presiding officer of the Supreme Executive Board meeting shall call for motions:

i If a motion is made for sanctions/fines/suspension, the terms must be specifically outlined in the motion. This motion can be
passed with a simple majority vote, where the presiding officer and accused officer shall NOT vote.

ii. If a motion is made for the removal from office of the officer, the motion can be passed with a 2/3rds vote, again, whereas the
presiding officer and accused officer shall NOT vote.

president, 1° Vice-president, 2" Vice-president, Secretary, Treasurer, Trustees and Counsel

! Supreme Executive Board = Supreme President, 1 and 2" Vice-presidents, Secretary, Treasurer,
Trustees, Counsel, Inspector General, all Supreme Subordinate Presidents and all Commandery Presidents
not attached to a Supreme Subordinate Commandery.

http://ksji.org
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Resolutions

BE IT RESOLVED - That the Supreme Commandery Restructure Committee approved for presentation the following 8 resolutions to
amend the Constitution of the Knights of St. John, International. The purpose of these resolutions is to document the specific changes re-
quired for the creation of the Supreme Executive Board of Directors and Supreme Advisory Board of Directors, replacing the Supreme Board
of Trustees as adopted at the Supreme International Convention held in Buffalo, NY in 2016. The resolutions will define the new boards and
replace all references to the Board of Trustees with the Executive Board of Directors. They will also address the expansion of the Supreme
Subordinate Commanderies from two (Ghana and Nigeria) to five (Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Liberia and the United States).

TO WIT:

RESOLUTION 1:

BE IT RESOLVED - That the following
changes be made to the Knights of St. John,
International Constitution as indicated.

Introduction
Constitution of the Knights of St. John

The paragraph saying:

“The Supreme Counsel, all Past Supreme Presi-
dents and Supreme Spiritual Director and the
Grand Presidents of each Grand Commandery
shall constitute the Supreme Board of Trustees
of said corporation and shall hold office until
their successors shall be elected and/or appoint-
ed and installed in accordance with the Consti-
tution and By-Laws of said corporation.”

Shall be replaced by:

“The Supreme Executive Board of Directors of
said corporation shall be composed of the elect-
ed officers, the Supreme Subordinate Presidents
and all Supreme Past Presidents. The Supreme
Counsel and Supreme Spiritual Director shall
be considered Advisors to the Supreme Execu-
tive Board. They shall hold office until their
successors shall be elected and/or appointed and
installed in accordance with the Constitution
and By-Laws of said corporation.

The Supreme Advisory Board of Directors of
the corporation shall be composed of all Grand
Commandery Presidents and Presidents of
Unattached Commanderies. It will be chaired
by the Immediate Past Supreme President or,

if not available, a designated representative
assigned by the Supreme President. (non-voting
except in the case of a tie vote). The Supreme
Undersecretary for the Advisory Board will act
as Secretary or, if not available, another member
of the Supreme Secretariat as designated by the
Supreme Secretary. (non-voting) and the Su-
preme Counsel, when available or upon request.
(non-voting)

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors will
meet four (4) times a year when there is suf-
ficient business to warrant a meeting. Quorum
for the Supreme Executive Board meetings will
be one-third (1/3) of the voting members of the
Executive Board.

The Supreme Advisory Board meeting will be
held biennial to coincide with a meeting of the

Supreme Executive Board. Quorum for
the Advisory Board meetings will be one-
third (1/3) of the voting members of the
Advisory Board. The Advisory Board will
make recommendations only to the Execu-
tive Board. The recommendations will

be presented by the Chair, Secretary or a
designated member of the Advisory Board.
Standing Committee Chairmen, such as Su-
preme Undersecretaries, Inspector General,
Membership Committee Chairman, etc.,
may bring items to the Advisory Board for
discussion and inclusion with those items
brought to the Executive Board. The Chair
of the Advisory Board meetings will be the
Immediate Past Supreme President or, if
not available, a designated representative
assigned by the Supreme President. The
Secretary for the Advisory Board meetings
will be the Supreme Undersecretary for the
Advisory Board or, if not available, a mem-
ber of the Supreme Secretariat assigned by
the Supreme Secretary. These members
will not have a vote except for the Chair,
who will have a vote in case of a tie. The
Supreme Counsel will attend the Advisory
Board meeting if it does not conflict with
the Executive Board meeting but will be
available if needed. The Counsel will not
have a vote within the proceedings.”

The paragraph saying:

There are hereby instituted by virtue of the
powers granted in Section 1 of the aforesaid
Special Acts, the following Subordinate
Commanderies:

1. Supreme Subordinate Commanderies,
Overseas

Shall be replaced by:

There are hereby instituted by virtue of the
powers granted in Section 1 of the aforesaid
Special Acts, the following Subordinate
Commanderies:

1. Supreme Subordinate Commanderies

RESOLUTION 2:

BE IT RESOLVED - That the following

changes be made to the Knights of St. John,

International Constitution as indicated.
http://ksji.org

Chapter I, Supreme Conventions
Section 1, line 3

Replace:

The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 4. lines J & K
Replace:

(j) The Supreme Subordinate Presidents of
Ghana and Nigeria

(k) The Supreme Subordinate Secretaries of
Ghana and Nigeria

With:
(j) The Supreme Subordinate Presidents
(k) The Supreme Subordinate Secretaries

Section 13. line 1

Replace:
The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 14, line 1

Replace:

The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 15, line 3

Replace:

The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

RESOLUTION 3:

BE IT RESOLVED - That the following
changes be made to the Knights of St. John,
International Constitution as indicated.

Chapter II, Supreme Commandery

Continued on next page
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OFFICERS
Continued from previous page

Section 1 — last paragraph
Replace:

Four or more Supreme Officers shall con-
stitute a quorum at any properly constituted
meeting of the Supreme Executive Board of
Directors for the transaction of business.

With:

One third (1/3) of the voting members of the
Supreme Executive Board of Directors shall
constitute a quorum at any properly con-
stituted meeting of the Supreme Executive
Board for the transaction of business.

Section 2, line 1
Replace:

The following appointments may be made
by the Supreme President and approved by
the Supreme Board of Trustees.

With:

The following appointments shall be made
by the Supreme President and approved by
the Supreme Executive Board of Directors.

Section 3, line 3

Replace:

It shall be the duty of the Supreme President
to preside at all meetings of the Supreme

Commandery and of the Supreme Board of
Trustees.

With:
It shall be the duty of the Supreme President
to preside at all meetings of the Supreme

Commandery and of the Supreme Executive
Board of Directors.

Section 5, last sentence

Replace:
The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 6

Paragraph 1, line 8:

Replace:

unless in the opinion of the Supreme Board
With:

unless in the opinion of the Supreme Execu-
tive Board of Directors

Paragraph 4, line3:

as the Supreme Board may approve

Resolutions
With:

as the Supreme Executive Board of Directors
may approve

Paragraph 5:

He shall keep a correct record of all meet-
ings of the Supreme Board of Trustees, and
when requested by the Supreme Board of
Trustees,

Until the Board of Trustees can fill such an
office for the unexpired term.

With:

He shall keep a correct record of all meet-
ings of the Supreme Executive Board of Di-
rectors, and when requested by the Supreme
Executive Board of Directors,

Until the Supreme Executive Board of
Directors can fill such an office for the unex-
pired term.

Section 7
Paragraph 1:
Replace:

He shall render to the Supreme Board of
Trustees a report of his receipts and dis-
bursements semi-annually.

It shall be his duty to report to the Supreme
President and likewise to the Supreme Board
of Trustees any failure on the part of the
Supreme Secretary to discharge his duties.

With:

He shall render to the Supreme Executive
Board of Directors a report of his receipts
and disbursements semi-annually.

It shall be his duty to report to the Supreme
President and likewise to the Supreme Ex-
ecutive Board of Directors any failure on the
part of the Supreme Secretary to discharge
his duties.

Paragraph 2, line 3:

Replace:

Supreme Board of Trustees

With:

Supreme Executive Board of Directors
Section 8

Line 1 & 2 and last sentence

Replace:

The Supreme Board of Trustees ...

... tribunal or body other than said Supreme
Board of Trustees

With:
The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

http:/ksji.org

... tribunal or body other than said Supreme
Executive Board of Directors

Section 9. line 1

Replace:

The Supreme Board of Trustees...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 10, line 1

Replace:
The Supreme Board of Trustees...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Direc-
tors...

Section 11. line 1

Replace:

The Supreme Board of Trustees...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Direc-
tors...

Section 12, line 1

Replace:

The Supreme Board of Trustees...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Direc-
tors...

Section 13, line 1 and last line
Replace:

The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 14, line 1
Replace:

It shall be the duty of the Supreme Board of
Trustees ...

With:

It shall be the duty of the Supreme Executive
Board of Directors ...

Section 15, line 2

Replace:

No debt shall be incurred or contracted
except on written order of the Board of
Trustees ...

With:

Continued on next page
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No debt shall be incurred or contracted
except on written order of the Supreme
Executive Board of Directors ...

Section 17, line 1

Replace:

The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 19, line 10 & last sentence

Replace:

... at meetings of the Supreme Board of
Trustees.

With:

... at meetings of the Supreme Executive
Board of Directors.

Section 20, line 3 & last sentence
Replace:
... or the Supreme Board of Trustees.

... time to time by the Supreme Board of
Trustees.

With:

... or the Supreme Executive Board of
Directors.

... time to time by the Supreme Executive
Board of Directors

Section 20.5, C. line 4
Replace:

Supreme Board of Trustees.

With:

Supreme Executive Board of Directors.
Section 21, line 2

Replace:

... of the Supreme Board of Trustees,
With:

... of the Supreme Executive Board of
Directors,

Section 23, line 11 & 14

Replace all instances:

Supreme Board

With:

Supreme Executive Board of Directors
Section 25, line 1 & 5

Replace:

Resolutions

The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 26, line 2

Replace:

The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 28. last sentence

Replace:
The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 29, line 13 & last sentence

Replace:
The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Resolution 4:

BE IT RESOLVED - That the following
changes be made to the Knights of St. John,
International Constitution as indicated.

CHAPTER III
Replace in heading:

Supreme Subordinate Commanderies —
Overseas

With:

Supreme Subordinate Commanderies
Section 1, line 1 & line 13:

Replace:

Supreme Subordinate Commanderies —
Overseas

With:
Supreme Subordinate Commanderies
Resolution 5:

BE IT RESOLVED - That the following
changes be made to the Knights of St. John,
International Constitution as indicated.

Chapter IV — Grand Commanderies
Section 7, line 4
Replace:

The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
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With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 8, line 2

Replace:

The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 23, line 5
Replace:

Supreme President ...
With:

Supreme President or Supreme Subordinate
President ...

Section 23, line 10
Replace:

Supreme Commandery ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Chapter V — District Commanderies
NO CHANGES REQUIRED
RESOLUTION 6:

BE IT RESOLVED - That the following
changes be made to the Knights of St. John,
International Constitution as indicated.

Chapter VI — Local Commanderies
Section I:

Replace line 12:

The Supreme Board ...

With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Replace line 17:
The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 2, line 11:

Replace:

The Supreme Board of Trustees ...

With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Continued on next page
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Section 5, line 6:
Replace:

The Supreme Board ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 9. line 9:
Replace:

Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 14, line 3:

Replace:
The Supreme Board ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 15, line 20:

Replace:
The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 17, line 4:

Replace in three places:
The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 18, line 3:

Replace:
The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 41, line 9:

The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 61, #4, line 3:
Replace:

Resolutions

The Supreme Board ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

RESOLUTION 7:

BE IT RESOLVED - That the following
changes be made to the Knights of St. John,
International Constitution as indicated.

Chapter VII — Cadet Commanderies
NO CHANGES REQUIRED
Chapter VIII — Ladies Auxiliaries
NO CHANGES REQUIRED

Chapter IX — Widow and Orphan Depart-
ment

This section will be removed
Chapter X — Death Benefit Fund Department

RENAME TO Chapter IX — Death Benefit
Fund Department

Section 2, line 2

Replace:
The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 3. line 1:

Replace:

The Supreme Board of Officers ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 5, line 11 & 20:
Replace:

The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

RESOLUTION 8:

Chapter XI — Military

UNIFORMS — MARCHNING UNIFORMS
Replace on line 1:

The Supreme Board of Trustees ...

With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Chapter XII — Funeral Ceremonies

Paragraph 1, line 1

http://ksji.org

Replace:
The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Paragraph 3, line 3
Replace:

The Supreme Board ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Chapter XIII — Amendments
Section 1, line 2

Replace:
The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors

Section 2, line 1

Replace:

The Supreme Board of Trustees ...
With:

The Supreme Executive Board of Directors
INDEX

Chapter I, line 3

Replace:

Supreme Trustees

With:

Supreme Executive Board of Directors
Chapter I1I, Title

Replace:

Supreme Subordinates Commanderies —
Ghana and Nigeria

With:
Supreme Subordinate Commanderies

Presented by the Supreme Executive Board
on July 26, 2019.

Attested to by:

Supreme Constitution Revision
Committee

Lt. Gen. Thomas J. DeLuca, Chairman
Gen. Timothy Hurst
Maj. Gen. Aagon F. Tinga, Jr.
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Resolutions

The Supreme Military Committee proposes the following
amendment to the Supreme Constitution of the Knights of St.
John International, to wit:

Resolution.

Chapter XI-Military, Section-Military: Gloves, which now
reads:

Officers and Sir Knights — All to wear white gloves.
That the above section be amended to read:

Officers and Sir Knights — All to wear white gloves of ma-
terial approved by the Military Committee. Officers may
wear buff gloves as approved by the Military Committee.

The Supreme Military Committee approved the above amend-
ment December 19, 2023, for submission to the vote of the
delegates to the next Supreme Convention of the Knights of St.
John International.

Major General Sean Dey,
Chairman Military Committee

Lieutenant General Joseph Biney
Brigadier General Russel Hall
Brigadier General Timothy Redinger

The Supreme Military Committee proposes the following
amendment to the Supreme Constitution of the Knights of St.
John International, to wit:

Resolution.
Chapter II, Section 20.5, page 27, which now reads:

a He shall call for a yearly inspection and muster of each
Grand Commandery, at the order of the Supreme President.

That the above section be amended to read:

a. He shall call for a yearly inspection and muster of each
Grand Commandery, uniformed members only to be inspect-
ed, at the order of the Supreme President.

The Supreme Military Committee approved the above amend-
ment December 28, 2023 for submission to the vote of the
delegates to the next Supreme Convention of the Knights of St.
John International.

Major General Sean Dey,
Chairman Military Committee

Lieutenant General Joseph Biney
Brigadier General Russel Hall
Brigadier General Timothy Redinger

BE IT RESOLVED - That the Supreme Commandery Revision Committee acting for the Supreme
Treasurer and outside counsel present the following resolution to amend the Constitution of the Knights

of St. John, International.
TO WIT:
Resolution 1:

BE IT RESOLVED - That the following changes be made to the Knights of St. John, International Con-

stitution as indicated.
Chapter II Section 19
The paragraph saying:

“The Supreme President shall receive for his services annually the sum of $750.00 ...”

Shall be replaced by:

“The Supreme President shall receive for his services annually the sum of $2,000.00 ...”

The remainder of the section will be unchanged.

Submitted by the Supreme Constitution Revision Committee:

Lt. Gen. Thomas DeLuca — Chairman
FOR

Supreme Treasurer:

Lt. Gen. Terrance McCann
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tional, Issele-Uku Grand Com-
mandery on Sunday, April 28th,
celebrated the birth of its charter.

. | The Knights of St. John Interna-
-

Issele-Uku, Warri, and Benin were
previously under the Benin Grand Com-
mandery, respectively.

The national leadership of KSJI &
LAUX, Grand Presidents, Past Grand
Presidents, and Local Commanderies
were present at the epoch event, which
took place at St. Paul Cathedral Issele-
Uku, Delta State. The day started with
a Thanksgiving Mass, Military Parade,
and a Grand Reception for all.

While officiating the Pontifical Mass,
the Catholic Bishop of Issele-Uku Dio-
cese, Most Rev. Dr. Michael Odogwu
Elue, congratulated the members for
attaining this great feat and urging them
to live the life of their Patron Saint, St.
John the Baptist. He further admonished
the Grand President and the Board to use
this opportunity to preach the good news
of Christ through their words and actions

Continued on next page
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Issele-Uku Grand Commandery

Continued from preceding page

as all eyes will be on the new grand commandery.

The Supreme Subordinate President, Nigeria, Major Gen. Prof. Remy
Uche, presented the Charter Certificate to His Lordship, Most Rev. Dr.
Michael Odogwu Elue, for blessings and formal presentation to the Charter
Grand President Brig. Gen. Francis O. Keshi and the entire Grand Board.
Before his Speech, Brig. Gen. Keshi announced the approval of Rev. Fr.
Mark Nwoko as the Grand Spiritual Director by His Lordship, the Bishop of
Issele-Uku Diocese.

Grand President Brig. Gen. Keshi expressed how honored he was to have
the presence of the Supreme Subordinate, as well as Supreme Subordinate
Ladies Auxiliary President Noble Sr. Dr. Chinwe Mgbajiaka. In addition, a
host of grand presidents, grand respected presidents, and other dignitaries
attended. Brig. Gen. Keshi promised to keep the tenets of the order on the
front burner.

Below is the new leadership of Issele-Uku Grand Commandery:

Brig. Gen Francis O. Keshi --GRAND PRESIDENT.
Col. Sam Dede -- FIRST VICE GRAND PRESIDENT.
Col. Austin Sinebe-- SECOND VICE GRAND PRESIDENT.
Col. Raymond E. Onwugbenu-- GRAND SECRETARY.
Sir Henry Obinozie-- GRAND FINANCIAL SECRETARY.
Sir. Thomas Oyanameh-- GRAND TREASURER.
Capt. Ibeh Franklyn -- GRAND JUDGE ADVOCATE.
Capt. Kingsley Asukwa-- GRAND TRUSTEE 1.
Capt. Paul Mmakwe-- GRAND TRUSTEE 2.
Capt. Eluaka Ebeodi-- GRAND TRUSTEE 3.
Capt. Tega Ogharandukun-- GRAND TRUSTEE 4.
Capt. Pascal Okoli-- GRAND TRUSTEE 5.
Capt. Francis Okonkwo-- . GRAND SERGEANT AT ARMS.
Capt. Fortune Olorkanjor-- GRAND MESSENGER
Maj. Voke Emekpe-- GRAND GUARD.
Reported By:
Col. Raymond E Onwugbenu
Grand Secretary
Issele-Uku Grand Commandery
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New York Grand Commandery
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he New York Grand Commandery of the

Knights of St John International held its

Officers and Delegates meeting in New
York for three days starting on May 3.

This year’s meeting had particular signi-
cance because the Grand Commandery also
Exemplified 2nd, 3rd and 4th degree brothers.
The gathering started with a Mass on the 3rd
saw a couple of events including dinner, Ex-
emplification of 2nd and 3rd degrees, Officers
and Delegates meeting, meeting of the Noble
and exalted temple of the Rochester, Exempli-
fication of the 4th degree (Chevalier) and the
farewell dinner. All the events were presided
over by the Grand President Brig. Gen. Charles
Abiakwe. Other notable officers attending were
Brig. Gen. Dominic Pepe, Brig. Gen. Titus Os-
uagwu, the Respected Grand President LAUX,
Sister Juliet Ezeigbo, 1st Vice President KSJ
NYG, Col. John Akwuobi, 2nd Vice president,
NYG Col. Chinedum Uche, Secretary NYG
Col. Rudolph Weedor, Major Don Anigbogu
(Dist. 4 Commander NYG), Major Jason Fazio,
Col. Anselm Onyemekwu, Major Charles Igwe-
buike and Major Patrick Mombo among numer-
ous others. It was quite the eventful weekend
for the New York Grand Brothers and Sisters.

Here are some of the memorable pictures
from the gathering:

Fraternally Submitted:

1st Lt. Lawrence Ibe

New York Grand Trustee

Former Adjutant District 4
Corresponding

Secretary Commandery 680, Newark
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Owerri Grand Initiates 61 New Members

he April 2024 Grand Initiation into the
TAncient and Noble Order of Knights of

St John International had 61 aspirants
initiated into the first degree and the Grand
Laux inducted 79 ladies after a thorough
screening spanning three days.

The initiation opened with a Holy Mass
filled with addresses from the Grand President
and Grand Respected President, respectively.
Stations of the Cross and the first stages of
initiation followed it.

On day two there were oral exams, drills.
They were followed on day three by lectures on
Catholic doctrine and the discipline required to

be a Knight or Lady of St. John.

On the final day of initiation, cadets, juniors
and the wives of the newly initiated brothers
gathered joyfully at the 10 a.m. Mass.

Before and after the Mass all brothers and
sisters were vigorously inspected by the Su-
preme Subordinate Commandery Nigeria Presi-
dent Noble Brother Maj. Gen. Remy Uche.

During the Mass Grand President Brig.
Gen. Dr. Moses Ajeka admonished the newly
initiated and inducted brothers and sisters to
live their lives based on the four cardinal points
of our Ancient and Noble Order: Spirituality,
Fraternity, Charity, and Discipline.

Moreover, to sustain these four cardinal
points, he said, we must embrace their steward-
ship based on the biblical imperative of time,
talent and treasure.

seksk

In the spirit of Charity, may we always
remember our demised brothers and sisters,
sick ones, in prayers, visit them, call them, and
above all forgive one another.

Bro. Vincent Azubuike
Editor Supreme Journal

Owerri Grand

The Supreme Subordinate President Maj. Gen. Remy Uche inspected the newly initiated Brothers and
Sisters before and after the concluding Mass.
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121st Indiana Grand Convention

Hosted by: Commandery #282 St. Wendel, Indiana
April. 12th, 13th, 14th, 2024

100th anniversary of St. Wendel Commandery #282 during this

Just would like to tell all the Knights welcome. We celebrated the
Indiana Grand Convention.

On Friday April 12th, we had our Registration. Family and Com-
munity social gathering. Outside entertainment and food. Kids play area.
Inflatables bounce houses and face painting. Cornhole games, Live Band
and dancing.

On Saturday April 13th,
we started with morning mass
at St. Wendel Church with Fr.
Ed Schnur.

Returned to Commandery
#282 St. Wendel and Finished
registration while having a
light breakfast. Ladies depart-
ed to take of their activities
for the day.

Formal openings of Con-
vention by St. Wendel #282
President: Gregg Kissal.

Open for business by : Indiana Grand President Brig.Gen. Jay
Pfiefter.

The business meeting ran In a Graceful quorum. We Discussed Local
business, and the proposal from the Supreme to amend the constitution.
Looked at and discussed the resolution that the Supreme would like to
amend. Had a guest speaker: Past Supreme USA Subordinate President
Jim Schafhausen.

-

Dty §

All Committees met and had their discussions. All committees gave
their reports , all Committees reports approved. Closed Business meeting
by: Indiana Grand President Brig. Gen. Jay Pfieffer

Hand out achievements awards. The Knights of the Year this year
was: from Commandery, Oldenburg #220: Past Recordings Secretary,
Paul Brockman. This is a great achievement. We are Honored to have

Paul.

Started are Evening Banquet
Dinner and activities.

On Sunday April 14th we
started with a full dress proces-
sion of the Knights & Ladies for
Mass at St. Wendel Church with
Fr. Ed Schnur.

St Wendel Commandery did
= a full dress procession from St.
Wendel Church to The original
1924 St Wendel Commandery
" home. End up in front of St.
Wendel Commandery home that

they Occupy today.

Would like to thank God for giving St. Wendel Commandery #282
the privilege and strength to put their Godley work to help their com-
munity and other Organizations for the past 100 year.

Sincerely
Grand 1st Vice President:
Col. Eric Sunderhaus

http://ksji.org
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St Joseph Commandery No. 220
Oldenburg, Indiana

178th Corpus Christi Procession

oly Family Parish in Oldenburg with the consecrated Host in the monstrance.

HIndiana on June 2, 2024. At each Benediction, a Salvo of shots is fired
Since 1846, Holy Family Parish as a salute to the Eucharistic King.

celebrates Corpus Christi with a solemn The procession is led by the Cross, flag,
procession to various out door chapels and altar servers, and young children who strewn
shrines set up and decorated by parishioners. ~ flower petals along the path, immediately
As the procession makes its way through followed by the canopy under which the
the streets and country side , it stops at each Blessed Sacrament is carried. The Knights
shrine for Benediction with the Blessed of St John International follow and serve as

Sacrament. Benediction is a special blessing Honor Guard. Members of the Parish and

given when the Sign of the Cross is made Continued on next page
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St Joseph Commandery No. 220

Continued from preceding page

Community complete the procession
reciting the rosary as they walk.

The route of the procession
has varied only slightly over the
years with the outdoor portion
rarely abandoned due to weather.
The current route goes from Holy
Family Church to The cemetery
chapel, through the woods to the
next chapel, winds its way past the
Mortuary Chapel in the Sisters of St.
Francis Cemetery to the Oldenburg
Academy of Immaculate Concep-
tion, continues down to the Knights
of St. John Hall , turns the corner
to the Oldenburg Town Hall, and
concludes at Holy Family Church.

Indiana Grand Ist Vice President
Eric Sunderhaus

Knights from
St. Joseph
Commandery
in Oldenburg,
Indiana, served
as the Honor
Guard.
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Corpus Christi procession in Newark, NJ
Commandery 680 and LAUX 592

E e B

| {// 4 ~+ o - Leading the Corpus Christi procession at Blessed
f // .// r" b Sacrament St. Charles Borromeo in Newark, New
! _ P 4 ©_  Jersey, included Col. Chinedum Uchee, Worthy

President of Commandery 680, and Rev. Albert
Nzeh, Rev. Erasmus Okere, Major Chris Nwanze, and
Brothers Anthony Okafor and Lawrence Ibe together
with the Respected President of LAUX 592.

Photos by
Lawrence Ibe
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Commandery

Objectives

Commandery #710, Brampton, Ontario, Canada
Donates to St. Vincent DePaul Society

n February 29, 2024, St. Jerome Commandery #710, KSJI Brampton for their kindness. She said that the donation was
O Brampton, Canada, donated non-perishable food items timely as it would help the needy during the Easter. She said that
to the St. Vincent DePaul Society of St. Jerome Parish, she hopes that such gesture from the Knights will be a continuous
Brampton. The items donated were contributed by the Brothers of  one, and looks forward to furthering the existing close relation-
the Commandery as part of their Lenten giving. ship between the two organizations.
In accepting the donation, the President of the St. Vincent These are some of the pictures during the presentation of the

DePaul Society of St. Jerome Parish thanked the members of the food items.
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Commandery
309, Waldorf,
Maryland

he Knights of St. John
I Commandery 309 in April
welcomed Bishop Olivier
Leborgne from Arras, France to Our
Lady Help of Christians Catholic
Church in Waldorf, Maryland to talk
about the status of the church in his
home country.

The Fifth Sunday of Easter Mass
was followed by a potluck luncheon in
the reception hall.

"Thanks much to Commandery 676, Trenton, N.J. USA, for permission to use the cover illustration.
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